Octobenr 1982

Up here in Westewn Washingten, fcutr of us in Tacoma, Poat Orchard, Puyallup and
Kent, have been ghowing and talking Viteyas for several years. Ule see each other c¢izen
and exchange Viteya plants and cuttings, but we wendered how we cowld Learn more. One
c5 us L5 a geod cornrespondent with othern Vireya collectons and the othews axe good
vositons. At a hecent meetung {(cf the RSF Educaticen Committee of which we ake all
memoe=s, as we are all ARS membews) we decided Zu join together Lin an infoamal band.

I agreed fc head 4% for awiile, 4f Zhe other three would lielp.

And s0 E. White Smikth,

Fuan Rutnerfond, Steve Whditenetr and T have fcrmed a joint esfort to help each cthen
cpellect and radse Virneya Rhododendrons as winten houseplants and summern pot plants.
(None o4 ws arcund Puget Sound atre yet brave enougn to plant them cutside 4orn the

winter] .

At the Ind WesZtern Regional Rhododendrnon Conference, at Sea-Tac on Octeber 1, 2
and 3, 1 spoke to {(and they enthuslasiicaly foined) the following Vireya ccllectors:
Esther Benry, Jon Gendeman, Ucn Hall, Emma and Tom Bewhan, Paul Molinard, E. Patiher
Smith, Everett Fauwell, Jx., Frank Mossman, Peten Schick, BL2L Cooley, ClLive Jusidlce
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I an alsc sending Zhis ncie 2o the foflowing people that 1T missed talking tc on

whose names were suggesied by others:

Harold Greer, Tem Tatum, Frank Cooper, John

Swishern, Connad Selgons, Frank Doleshy, Paul Kores, Dr. Van Royen, Dick Cavender, BLLE

Hearurs and Peten Cox.

names ¢§ otherns who might be intereszed.

The people T Zalked with all promised to contact ot send me Lhe

(OBJECT: To join togethern and assist each cther Ln the challenge of cofleciing,
arowing, observing and §lowering the various species and hybrids of Vireya Rhododen-
drons. We must get these plants widely spread s0 one person's Loss would not mean all

ripown plants are Losk.

HOW: By shaning {deas, coserwaticns, cuttings and plants.

Esthen Berry dees a

supend j0b with the seeds of Vireya species and hybrids already.

COMMUNICATION: Direct Letfers, a newsnote Letten, and gatherings anywhere--even

during othern meelings.

E. White Smith gave me perumission to List the species he grows:

acuminatum
atrhopurpureun
ausLgeranum
chris il
christianae
commonae
cruttwellii
dielsianum
gallacinun
gocdenoughid
graclentum
heddiedg L

flenzo gL

favaniceum
kononi
Laetum
Leptanthum
Lindaueanum
Lochae
LongL§Lorum
LowdL
Lunaluense
macgregonLae
muliicolon
mul tines v dum

orbiculatunm
phaeopeplum
pseudonitens
quadrasLanun
rnarum
retusum
rugosum
superbum
yellio s
zoellend
kawakamiL
vaceindoddes
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Bob Badgen's List c¢§ species and named hybrnids:

atho purputewn goodnoughii phaecchitum
WL geranun gracilentun ranum
brookeanum hellwigil retusum
christianae Laztun kugosum
cheistdld Leptanthun solitaium
culminicolum Lochae yelliotid
dianthosmun Lowil zoelleni
Da. Mangles Princess Alexandra

Da. SLeummex Valentine

Ne PLus Ulthra

VIREYA GUSSIP - at Zhe 2nd WRRC: Jim Gerdeman scid somecne had bloomed R. supesr-
bum - a g4ne penk colen. .

1 believe Lt was At Whitehair who sald he has a bud on R. sofitarium, on
R. goodincughdd.

The Califcnndians Neaw Hybadld s€ides included zthe fclLowing named Viteya plants:
Belisarn, Lazanuws, Pete's Cream (Lemporaty name), Matshall Piewce Madison, Santa Lu
Nawia, Mecunt Pite, Calavar, Clatt Parvel and Moonmwood. Can yeu Callfornia "Vinenrs
better describe these by color? Are they negisterned and have Zhey been pictured Ln
color 4n the ARS Journal? Any othern named Vireya hubrids arcund?

U4d 1 undenstand E. Parker Smith orn Paul Molinarnl ftc say that they--or someone--
L8 successiully growdng some of Paul Keres' FasZerwn New Guinea seed Lots? Which
species?

& HARDY ARE VIREYAS?

R. hawakanil

then Paten Cox was here 4n July he sald that Ed&nbutgk L8 having questicns about
R. kavacwndld's posditicn. Have any cne 0f you oul Lhete successiully hybridized,
alsed and 5£cwaaad any seedfiings o4 R. kawakamil crossed any cithewv Viteya? On fon
that matien, R. saintpaudl ot R. vaccednoddes crossed any cthet Vireya?

FERTILIZER: Sevexal ¢ you daem Ozagon and Calijcuia sadd you jertidize your
Vitewa Specdes and Hybaids. .ith what? When? Mentiilu? Mysedi, Beb Badgex: 1 used
6-10-& Rhodedendion Fertilizen made by Charles Lilly Cermpany ci petted Viteyas (specf
ey and 4gbLLd«) this summesn «n June. Abcut L 2 teaspeen net 1 aallon centadner. T
13 omeddy jonm Lioa fow days o £ne suidace of the {ettdlldzen arnpdled to peis Lnsdde

tite ﬁ(bzegLass hcuse--none ¢ the potied Vireyas 4n tne siade house--Goed Results.
I alsc fecd all my Viteyas with Charles L{LLy's 20-20-20 PLus Scluble cnce a montii--
Rate 1 taolespeon pen gadlen ¢ water--cn petted cuttinas and Lw;ﬂ@i piawt\ (Plus

£5: . 02% Beson, . 05% Cc pen {Cuetagad L10% Twen (Cned lged) .053% nganese (Chelated)
.0005% Hoﬁgbdenum, .05% linc (CILLQLQd). I gct very guc results and with the com-
pLnateoit{on my sodl mix) much brearing and ghowding c¢f Lew-placed downaint eyes on Lhe
stems LS cccunding.

GOLING MIX, Bob Badgen: I use a mix of 2/3 wuisddted (%" rdnus) Oregon Pumdce
and 173 ¢4 Gx aund Fiu and/on Hemleck Batk--%" minus. 1 alse grow and bLoom a
R. Laetwn x R. javandicws, cwange [35 tiusses and buds ate ncw cpening on a 2'x2' by
2" tall plant). This plant 1 mewctted {inte a 5 gallfon contadner 22 mentns age. The
fentildzes as above. The pettdng mdx Lien was pure 100% Ox2acn Pumdce--%" minus.
Tne Acdeage 85 deep gueen and Shdny.

Send me yeuw cbservatdons v successes--on faddutet.
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HOUSEPLANTS: As a netald nwiseryman, 1 am very fawstrated (n having to sell Figs
(F(cuiﬁ Dnacenas, Fatlse Aralia [Dnggotheca) Palms and Boston Ferns as nelatively
"tough hOusttants I would much rather sell nhododendnons £.e., Vireyas. ALL 1
had heard 3 te 4 yearns ago was problems with them and Lanky size. Su 1 went to the
ARS Convention 4n 1981 An San Francisco to talk to Paul Kores. Anmed with a List of
all Viveya Speedes 1 could find and with the help of E. White Smith and BiLl Meanns,
we "euned" Paul into cur room Late one night at the Convention and "talked Vireyas".
Paul graciously gave his comments freely and 1 £ist them here forn all of you Lo share.

I asked his opinlon--on the basis of having seen and collected n New Guinea--
wheel of these specdes 4t ny £48ts might make a good candidate forn an Lndoor houseplant.
He put vne check mark forn €ckely and two checkmarks for verny Likely.

PAUL KORES' LIST AND COMMENTS:

atho purpuwrewn v/

christid 4

comptun v

cubminieolm v

gracLlentum v basket

et Liwig 4L supen

herzogit possible

hyac.nthosmum a big pot plant

Lvasoriuwn = LnconspLeuwn

honorL v Eddie Creek forns, best he saw
Leptanthuwn v

Lunaluense grom Bouganville

ma f ws Pangahga Creek forms better
phacochitum v

pLedlanthwn not container plant

hanrwn 4

rhodo Leucum v

nubellum % good ned

searleanwn v

solctariwun v/

spondylophyllum v

superbum v

vandewrs endd v/ = vitus-Ldea

warianum very similar to Leptanthum
zoellend v

" paut added: New, on not {n my €48t of species, that should be good containen plants

capelleae (Kohes) Pseudovireya
nos L gLonum [Stevens) Solenovineya
nuhind gorum [Craven) Euvireya

detznarlanwn{SLeumen )~ Pseudovireya

Tom Tatum added:

paucA §Lorwn Malaya
Valentine Hybrid

The ptants tisted above are my goal, now, tu cuflect and grow, to see L§ they
might mate good houseptants. Send me your notes.

Well thats Lt fon now. Lets sce how fan this "Vineya V.ine" can teach cut and
shane.  Lcke the TPPS the nule 45 simple--no sharing!--no recedving!

Pubtishing dates: When I can. Tnfowmation to: 405 N. Washingten Ave., Kent, WA
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