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NOTE FROM E. WHITE SMITH; KUUXA W N E  BOOK READY?!! 

I12 W 27, I announced that the Vireya Vine would stop production after # 30. Along 
with every order for the Vireya Vine Book has been a note saying Irow much you have liked, 
needed, appreciated, loved, applaud, relkh, prize, etc. the Vule. You all said that you sure hope 
that we will not stop even if we only do an ksue wlzen we get enough material. OK Fine! I love 
doing the Vine and being able to correspond with you people from all over the world. We shall 
try to keep it going. BUTyou all must help by writing letters. A few people have even said that 
they are going to write a letter wlzen they ordered the Book Good, Good, Good. 

About the W B o o k  - 110,000 + words, 127 +pages, maps, list, names, cover, bound. 
AND IT IS READY NOW. Prices are $18US post paid in the USA. $21 US overseas from the 
USA, post paid. Outside of the USA please send a bank draft in .USfinds. It will be rnailed as 
"bound printed matter" which will be slow surface mail, but keeps the cost down. This project is 
mine alone. Please make checkspayable to. 

E. White Smith 
431 7 No. 18th 
Tacoma, Wa 98406 
USA Teleplrorze (206) 752-1 625 

From Bob Withers Victoria, Australia 
Dear W, March 3,1991 

In Vireya Vine issue #28, I was interested to read Dick Cavender's letter in which he 
asked the question, if there was anything to the rumor that the Australian Rhododendron 
Society was in trouble. There  is nothing whatever to the  rumor. We have a number of 
branches and  they and the  national body have never been so  strong, so  viable, and so 
financial. 

T h e  only trouble if it can really be  called trouble is the relationship between the 
Victoria Branch of the Society and, the Rhododendron Garden at  Olinda. The government 
owns the  land of the  Garden and as such everything on it. The  Victoria Branch of the 
Society developed the garden. As the years have passed and the garden has been seen as a 
"good thing", the government has taken over more and more control. The Society, has, as a 
result has had less influence on the Garden management. In the beginning the Society had 
the majority of members on the committee of management, but now we are in the minority, 
only being allowed two members. 

But  the  Garden  is still doing well. And the  Australian Rhododendron Society is 
strong and well. Dr. R. M. Withers 

23 Melissa Street 
Donvale, Vict 3111 
Australia 



Tllnrlks Bob, You have beer1 orle of the urldnrlrlted  leader.^ irz the Rllododerrclr.orl World 
for too ~~~~~~~~~~~s t o  soy out loud. Witlz o ~ i t  n few o fyou  very early Vireyn piorzeers we prohabh 
wo~ild rzot Izcr vc rzccrr tlzc rz~irnber of Hreyn plcrrzts crrzd crztlz~uin.nn (1.7 we lzcr vc rzow. 

From George Ryan Tacoma, Washington, USA 
Dear Vireya Vine, March 9,1991 

The  questions in your December 1990 issue about naphthaleneacetic acid have prompted 
m e  to make the following comments. 

N a p h t h a l e n e a c e t i c  acid is o n e  of the  two act ive ingredients  in t h e  liquid root ing 
preparation Dip  'n Grow and Jiffy Grow, no longer available?). Indolebutyric acid is the 
o the r  active ingredient.  A aphthaleneacetic acid has long been the  active ingredient in 
R o o T o n e  (in the  amide  form, naphthalenacetamide). Indolebutyric acid was added  to 
RooTone #lo,  giving it greater root-promoting activity than the original formulation. Some 
formulations of RooTone  currently available in the garden stores in our  area contain both 
chemicals. 

Early comparisons of the these two chemicals showed that generally indolebutyric acid 
was more effective than naphtaleneactic acid. My earliest reference is from B.W. Doak in 
Palmers ton North ,  N.Z., who came to that conclusion in 1940. Pierik and Steegman in 
Wageningen, T h e  Netherlands, working with rhododendron stem segments on agar in test 
tubes,  came  to the  s a m e  conclusion in 1969, but also suggested the re  may be  cultivar 
differences in response. 

There have been occasional reports of better results with naphthaleneacetic acid or the 
amide  than with indolebutyric acid. T h e  concentration of the  chemical,  the  form of the 
chemical (acid, potassiu~n salt, amide, methyl ester, etc), and the method o f  application, all 
can affect the results, so these should be taken into account in any comparisons. . .. 

James Wells a t  Red Bank, N.J., stated in 1969 that the most effective treatment for really 
difficult r h o d o d e n d r o n s  was a powder containing 1 0  mg/g of t h e  potass ium sa l t  of 
indolebutyric acid a n d  0.25 mg/g of naphthaleneactic acid. Others  have repor ted  this 
combination, in various ratios, to be very effective; for example, Warren Berg in the ARS 
Quarterly Bulletin of October 1970. As noted above, Dip 'n Grow (and Jiffy Grow formerly) 
contains this combination, and it has been used extensively for many years. 

I have not heard of a commercial formulation of naphthaleneacetic acid in paste form. 
Lanolin pas te  forms of the various growth regulators, o r  "hormones", have been used 
exper imenta l ly ,  permit t ing  precise p lacement  o n  various p lan t  p a r t s  to  obse rve  the  
response, but a paste would not be a practical method for large scale treatment of cuttings. 

Dr. George F.Ryan 
1877 Skyline Dr. 
Tacoma, WA 98406 

George Rynrl is a retired re.wnrcllerJi-onz tlzc LVnsllirlglorz Stnte Urrivcrsity, crgr-iculturnl 
stntiorz irl  Plcynlllip, bVnslzirrgforl. George lzns ~ l s o  hecrz active irz tllc Tncor?tn Clznpter of tlze 
Americnrz Rllododerzdrorz Sociefy f i r  marly ycnrs. He ho~igllt orre of the Virzyn Virze Books n f  a 
Cllapter rneetirlg arzd jburzd it lznd n lot of irzteresfirzg irrforr?zntiorr crbo~it Rlzododcrrdroru irz 
gerzernl. George orzly lzns oize Vireyn, R. knwakai?zii, wlriclz l ~ e  grows ir l  n Iznrzgirzgpot arzd 
overwirzfers irl  lzis garage. He  asked m e  kn wnknmii wns n Vireyn. I said 'S~ire,  probn bly", a f  
Ieasf the RI-IS species lznrldbook list it ns n Vireyn. 

l f y o u  cnrz renzer?zber tllnf fnr Onck irl Vireycr tir?~c, 1 /11crrzted n knwcrk(rr?zii olttside irz tile 
grourld llcr-e nt llor?le irz Tncornn nbo~it 4 yenrs  go. It did rrot r~zcrke it tlzr-o~iglz tllir wirzter: Tlre 
ter7zpcrclture wtrs dowiz to  +5"1;. Not orlly is llle o~it.ride kcrwcrknr?zii gorle h ~ i t  so crre r?zcrrly so 
called lznrdy Rlrododeirdroru. Tlle good pnr~ i s  "i?zorc roor~z for rzew tllirlgs ilow". 



From Robert Barry San Francisco, Calif. 
Dear VV, March 17,1991 

I'm sorry to report that the December 1990 freeze decimated the Vireyas planted out 
in Golden Gate Park s John McLaren Dell. The mature specimens planted out at Strybing 
did not fare any better! Our brown stick plants remain in hopes there will be a 
resurrection ... nothing looks too promising so far. The good news is that most of what we 
are growing in the Park nursery (in the saran house) shows many new breaks. Strybing has 
also promised to share from their propagation house collection as well. 

We do still plan to continue planting Vireyas outside ... but as a result of the 
December freeze we will devote a little less space to them. This freeze turned off many 
gardeners to Vireyas outside, in the San Francisco Bay area. Golden Gate Park got no way 
near as cold as did the East, North, and South Bay areas. 

Most of the plants that I have at home are in containers and were easy to move 
inside. I do have a few near casualties however ... plants in the ground that I "tented" and a 
few plants that I moved into the lath house. But nearly everything shows promise (from the 
lath house protected group, konori and goodenoughii look the least promising). 

Robert J. Berry 
345 Mississippi Street 
San Francisco, Ca 94107 

I do need to say tlzat the Vireya plaizts that had beeiz.growiizg at Golden Gate Park aid 
Strybiirg over the years have given many people much pleasure. Please don't let them give up. 
Keep growing new plants and keep p~ritiilg them out. That k almost the only reason I have to go 
to Sail Franckco. 

0 BAD! How bad can a Vireya Hybrid be. I have a seedling of R. stenophyllum X 
macgregoriae in bloom now. This is a good bloomiilgplant, but, the flowers are awful. There 
are 5 flowers in the truss. The flower bud scales are reddish colored and tend to stick to the 
flowers and not fall away like they are meant to do. The flower color k goldeiz/mustard/yellow, 
which is not really too bad and they look like a good mix of both species. But, the flowers are 
not even as big as R. stenopl~yll~rm itself. I will be interested to know i f  other seedlings of this 
cross end ~ r p  beiilg really worthwhile. I really think that us Vueya Nuts need to be able to get rid 
of inferior hybrids, and if we do it we will be doing us all a good turn. 

The above paragraph was written in early April. Now it i s  late May and anotherpla&t of 
the same cross, R. stenoplzyllum X macgregoriae is in bloom. It is good. Not great but what 
most of us would keep and watch. The flowers are almost as big as R. macgregoriae and are 

:.: colored a real nice orange. The flower bud scales fall away as the truss of Sflowers open. l7zk 
plant I shall propagate and pass around while the bad one has gone into the garbage can. 

On the next two pages I have inclrrded a temperature conversioiz chart. It is the most 
useful chart that I have found. 

To use the chart remember)& use the center col~rmil and then read the temp that you 
want from the OC or the OF col~rmn. Example; Ifyo~r want to know what 15OF is in Celsius, look 
at the center column for the number 15 and read the OC number to the left (-9.4OC). And the 
same thing for OC to O F ,  go to n~rmber 15 in the center column and read to the right (59OF). 

Thk chart looks d~rmb but it. really works. If you have one of the Vireya Vine Books you 
might want to copy the chart aildplace it into the back of the book. 



TEMPERATURE CONVERSION CHART 
CENTIGRADE (C) & FAHRENHEIT (F) 

READ CENTER COLUMN & THEN GO TO OC OR OF COLUMN 





Fronl Nornlan Cruttwell Papua New Guinea 
Dear  VV, April 14, 1991 

O v e r  the  last two years  I have been very busy managing the  Lipizauga Botanical  
Sanctuary. I have also been doing a lot of computer work, cataloging and recording plants. 
Of course Vireyas a re  only part of it. I have been concentrating a lot on orcllids lately. 

O n e  of tlie correspondents to the Vine asked if he could have found R. phaeochitum 
o n  Mt. Wilhalm. Most  unlikely. I know R. phaeochitum very well. It is common around 
Goroka ,  usually epiphytic, Altitude range - 2000ni t o  2500m. Mt. Wilhalm shrubberies a t  
32001-11 to  3600ni. Fa r  to  high for phaeochitum. I suggest that he found R. beyerinckianum. 
They a r e  quite similar and both can be red or  pink. 

Rev. Canon N. Cruttwell 
P. 0. Box 961 
~ o r o k a ,  E H P  
Papua New Guinea 

(Non~zcrrz lzns beer2 irz n lzosl~ilal irz Towrzsville, A~wlrnlicr. He wrrs n~slzed fi.017~ PNG by 
plnrze ro cr Irzterzsive Core Urzil crrzd lzos sperzl cr rzzorzllz ~lzer.e. He will llzerz spcrtd orzollzer r~zorz/lz 
witlz jnerrds ir z Auslrcrlicr, belore rell~nzir 1g lo PNG. We 011 wislr lzirlz well. I ber Nonncrr z wo~tld 
like zo liearjrorn sorne oJyou Virzers oul tlzere.) 

From Bill Moynier Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dear  VV, March 19, 1991 

First I want to note that my wife Bette and I appreciated the very ki~id words in VV 
#28  a b o u t  o u r  n o w  t e r m i n a t e d  "Vireya Spec ia l t i e s  Nursery."  It  was  a n  en joyab le  
undertaking for  the  1 0  years we "did" the nursery. W e  especially enjoyed the interesting 
people  tha t  we nlet and  corresponded with during tha t  time. When I retired in 1988 from 
H u g h e s  Aircraf t  Co.  w e  decided it was t ime t o  ge t  o n  with s o m e  o t h e r  priorit ies which 
wouldn't allow t ime t o  run the  nursery beyond 1991. What  w e  really didn't know a t  tha t  
t ime was  tha t  by 1989 we wouldn't  really have much choice  in t h e  ma t t e r .  By then  o u r  
severe  drought  which began in 1986 was beginning to  have very noticeable affects on the 
quality of o u r  nursery  plants;  reduced plant  vigor and  / o r  increasingly severe  burning 
(browning) of leaves on  a large number of plants. By 1990 it was clear that we no longer had 
plants of sufficient quality to continue the nursery and we decided to through in the towel a 
year early. 

O u r  problem was degraded water resulting from our prolonged drought (now into its 
fifth year).  Before  1986, we received all of ou r  water  from the  eastern Sierra mountains 
(Owens River)  and  o u r  Vireyas flourished almost without exception. Starting in 1986, we 
began receiving a mixture of that water along with water  from other  Southern California 
sources, the latter increasing gradually until now it is 80% of what we receive. Co~nparisons 
of before a n d  af te r  water  analyses provided by the  water  agency indicated that the  most  
obvious major  change  in the  water was the use of the  disinfectant chloramine in the  new 

' water vs. straight chlorine in the eastern Sierra water. W e  were told tllat chloramine takes 
up to 2 weeks to "dissipate" after coming out of the tap cornpared to 1 to 2 days for straight 
chlorine. T h e r e  were  o ther  parameters which were  also significantly degraded,  but our  
experiments  to  d a t e  t o  counteract the degraded water  have assumed chloramine to  be  the  
primary culprit. ~nercifully, we were int'ormed in early March of this year tli;it tlie use of 
chlora~nine had been discontinued. So, i f  chloranline was indeed tlie culprit we, Ilopefully, 
may notice some sort of turnaround in the next year or  so. It is quite likely that the absence 
of heavier leaching type rains over the last several years have contributed to our problen~s. 
If any of you people out  there have any knowledge of the el'l'ects of chloramine (or relatively 
high levels of chlorides in water)  on Vireyas, we would certainly appreciate  hearing from 
you! 



For  the last couple of years we have been preoccu ied with the above problem, so 
we don't have much more to report. We've lost perhaps i 0 - 85% of our  hybrid seedlings 
(small up  to blooming size) because of the water: perhaps 300 - 400 plants. This year we 
are in a simple survival mode, gathering as much ram water (plus purchased purified water 
as needed). We are trying to keep the better things as healthy as possible and to minimize 
further losses while we note the effect of the now dechloraminated water on the remaining 
plants. 

O u r  above problems are probably not of much interest to those of you who are not 
faced with this particular problem. And perhaps the following will not be either. But it may 
be of some more general value in indicating which species are able to tolerate a wider range 
of growing conditions. 

In February 1990, after 4 years of the current drought, I did a qualitative survey of 
106 of our more mature plants. These had been in our garden beds for a t  least several years 
to determine which parents seemed to produce progeny which could tolerate the degraded 
conditions best. 

1 )  Of the 106 plants, 25 - 30% were showing very significant change for the worse 
while another 50% or  so exhibited some lesser, relatively tolerable degradation. This left 
only 20 to 25% which were relatively unaffected. 

2) Defining the plants in the last 2 categories as "good-doers" and including only 
those plants in which a given species was involved to the extent of a t  least 50%, the following 
table resulted. (The numbers in parentheses indicate the number of plants which had the 
50% involvement) 

Species ~ of plants) % Good - Doers 

konori (10) 
jasminif lorum (2) 
leucogigas (22) 
javanicum (12) 
phaeopeplum (5) 
aurigeranum (10) 
zoelleri (18) 
lochae (9) 
brookeanum (2 ) 
christianae (2) 
macgregoriae (2) 
laetum (16) 

NOTE: For  those species in the 50% category, the good - doers were almost always hybrids 
with those species in the top part of the table. Crosses involving only those species in the 
lower half of the table were predwinantly "bad - doers". 

I would like to add my vote for 'Marshall Pierce Madison' as being outstanding in 
every way. I consider it #1 on my list of favorites. Another newer Pete  Sullivan hybrid 
which I rate right up  there with MPM is 'Dr. Sleumer X leucogigas (test name, 'Cephas'); 5 
to 7 large pure pink fragrant flowers, each 4 112 inches across. 

Bill Moynier 
2701 Malcolm Ave. 
Los Angeles, Ca 90064 



A persott mrrst be itr to wottder wltat tltis kind ofpoor water does to people. Atzd wlznt f about all of tlze otlzerp ants tlzat grow it2 the Soutltertz Califortzia area. Does tlzis tell rrs 
sometlritrg about wlrat we are doing to orrr world? Soutltent Califontia was at one time kltobvrl 
as a paradise. Is it tto lorzger so? Is this why so matzy people are movitzg north to Waslzittgtorz 
attd Oregott. Will it lzappetz Irere? Yes and it has probably already started to happert here. I 
wottder if we will ever learn .......... Ifyorr are Iravutg similar problems witlz yorrr local water, let ru 
ktzow what cltemicals are causitzg tlze problem artd the effect on yourplatzts. 

Otzly about 60 of tlze Kreya Ktze Books left for sale!!! 
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Mrs. John Hill (Renee) 
4777 119th SE 
Bellevue, Wa 98006 


