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AN INTERNATIONAL GROUP OF "VIREYA BUFFS" - PUBLISHED WITH THE AID OF THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE RHODODENDRON SPECIES FOUNDATION

Well, i1 [ thought I was overwhelmed by the response to the first Vireya Vine , | am speachless beyond bellef to
the response Lo the second letter. Responses have <come from Australia, Japan, U.S.A., Costa Rica, New tLuinea and
Argent1na. And here we go again with the sharing of ideas and comments about our favorite sublect, Vireyo
Rhododendrons.

FROM : Dr. Pieter van Raoyen December 5, 1982

I am delighted that I am chosen together with Paul to be "Godfather" of your Vireya-group, All tne acre since 1t
was in 1955 that I together with Dr. Hermann Sleumer of Leiden, Netherlands, brought the first cuttings and secds of
several Rhododencrons of New Cuinea back to Holland. Let me correct that statement. It was in 1955 I brought cuttings
back to Boskoop, Holland, and in 1902 Sleumer and I brought back cuttings and seeds from our 2nd New Guinca expedition.
In particular I brought back cuttings of R. zoelleri, In 1962 Sleumer and I brought that same species back bul also k.
macgregorii, R. dianthosmum and  R. aurigeranum. They grew up fine and the first two species were flowering within 3
years. We also sent material to Edinburgh, Seattle and the Golden Gate Park in San Francisco.

0r course that cannot be compared with what Paul Kores did in 1976-1950. But the horticulturists werc alresd
sitting wuwp when tney saw the first New Guinea Rhododendrons in 1955 and 1962 and with Paul's material added all hel
broke loose. And rightly so, the Rhododendrons coming out of that wild island deserved the attention they got.

Paul and I got together in 1970 and collected some more specles which were subsequently sent overseas. by that
time the first hybrids were produced and Paul and I found some most beautiful hybrids in the Victor Emanuel Mis.,
material of which was sent to Rhododendron growers in Australia, America and Europe. But 1t was really Faul's work
tnat produced the Ericaceae chanter of my books "lhe Alpire Florz of New Guinea". I had mv manuscriot ready ngu ahonn
12 years ago but asked Paul to revise the Fhododendron part, which he did with good results, So he really 1s the
khodocendron  specialist and 1 am only a second rate Rhododendron specialist. But all the same 1 0& accept tne
"Gedfatnership™  of your Vireya group and I am sure that Paul will accept it too. I will try to help ycur group as much
5s I can, but I stated before Paul is the better man, but since he will move to Harvara it will not te eassy for him tc
Keap in contact.

I unfortunately do not have any coples of the Ericaceae extract of the Alpine Flora (the printer sent e only <
coples, 1 still have to find out what happened to the other promised S), but you can order 1t from Mr. J. Crarer, ir
c¢en Springackern 2, D-3300 Braunschweiy, West Germany. But you better hurry up as according to the repcrts there 1s
quite a demand for the extract.

Erough for now. Clad to cooperate with you.

v
1

Pieter
Dr. Pieter van Koyen, Dept of Botany
E.P. bishop Museum - P.0O. box 19000-4
Henolulu, HI 96819 Latitude 21° 18" N

* Thaonk

you  Pleter for sharing with us the history of the 1455 and 1962 expeditions with Dr. Sleumer to New Guines
A wenIov oA math of The ordo Lol ol LLs. Ll grewing tnocultivat: oo I have now olbtained the Ericgesns sovtoat o
vour M“Alpine Ficra of New Gulnea" and the work that you and Faul hiave done certalnly 1s very 1oiormalive 1o o groqw
If you see any sericus errors in the balance of the Newsnote articles please send along a ncote with your comments.

FxOM 1 rev, Canon H. Cruttwell December 27, 1982

[ was dclighted to get your letter and a copy of "Vireya Vine"-a delightful and original title, thouzh T have ye
te see a climbing Vireys Khododendran! 1 am glad Judy Young pul me 1n touch, I sent her an article on th
rhodsdendrons  of  Mt. Cahiavisuka recently for the Species Foundation Bulletin., Thanks for your appreclative remery
about  wy  articlec. Or ceourse ] have written many mcre since 1974, I left the Daga In 1976 and come Lo Uoroha where
nave veen Rector till 1 retired early this year. Since then I have been creating this new Snvironmentsl Eotanic Garde

sl MU, Ueha¥lsura. Actually when you say 'ln contrast to a tralned botanist', this is not strictly true a: gCt my M
st O«tford 1n bBolany--a flrst c¢lass honorus degree. Sc 1 suppose you might call me trained, thoueh I have purLued
Lot enlcal

stent' to the parish, which means that, as we have no full time Rector as yet I am still doing purniof

career, untll now. I have be:n a bush missionary for 30 years, and am now & Keclor for & and am now o
Lonorary  a
0% ol thie Farish werk.

Up te now I have had no funds for the Botanic Garden, only my (native level) salary. But 1n tho: I hope U
Frovincial Govercmeat  will  come  up with funds. 1 have already applled to the Stanley Semith Horticultural Founcall
Lutl hiave nel had any reply as yet.

road  1s 374 Luilt, but only Lo rouyh HWD requlrements, We hepe Lo CONLifus Lo updroue

for ausictanace

The @t

AL T bt boam plannlng, colleting and cetalogulng the natlve flora (1Y varietles-~5pecies, hytrid
iireyan wri e very nlce urend flors, not Lo mertion &ll kinds of other plantc. 2 spp. o Koodode:n Tro
uaigdent it e, a Leautlful Scolenovireyo witn curved tubulzr corollas, piok 1n Labe, Wwith whiate lobewn,
re3dints sniny Jeaved  surul owith Lright rese plek straight tubuloer flowers.  There (o a Celiphtful saluoe by
Letwee:n, . oa Jreadorlae and K. dielsionum.

Thiatn oll for nu<. MHore later,

Yours very sincerely,

Nertiat
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P.s, Too late to wish you a Merry Christmas but not too late (perhaps) to wish you a happy and succesful and
Vireyaceous New Year. Will send you a fuller report of Mt. G.B.G. later.

Rev. Canon N, Crutttwell

P.0. Box 961 Goroka, EHP

Papua, New Guinea Latitude 6° 2' S

* Ah, Norman, you have the dream of every one of us who grows Vireyas, the perfect climate for their successful
culture, You literally have to go out and beat them back to keep them in bounds. Please, in your next letter give us
an insight into your climate--temperatures and rainfalls--as well as soil textures so we may get a better understanding
of how they actually grow in their native habitats. Perhaps some one of the "Viners" will know of some other
Horticultural Foundation you can turn to for assistance in your most unusual botanical garden undertaking.

FROM : John Rouse January 2, 1983
Thanks for "Vireya Vine" No, 2, a great idea and no doubt much work for you and your team; a copy of No. 1 came to
me recently via Bill Moyles. I have enclosed a list of possible additional Vireya Buffs and $5.00 to assist with

postage. Let me know if this is inadequate, I have some comments which, I expect, will end with a question.

I am growing a number of R. saxifragoides seedlings which came as seed CW Mt, Siluwe at 4000 M. by Paul Kores in
1976. They are very slow, have never flowered and don't appreciate the Melbourne summer weather. However, one rogue
seedling in the batch is now over 18 inches tall, has flowered and been selfed. From its leaves and flowers it appears
to be a natural R. saxifragoides hybrid. The F2 seedlings are also slow and have only recently been pricked out, Has,
in fact, anyone flowered R. saxifragoides in cultivation and if so, what is the local climate like?

The oldest Vireya seed I have sown ranged from 3 to 3 1/2 years old and included R, lochae and some six hybrids,
The fresh seed had been desicated and stored at -20°C (-4°F) : it was still viable and the seedlings had normal vigour.
Seed of R. lochae, R. konori, K. javanicum and R. christianae desicated and stored at +4°C (+39°F), I sowed
successfully after 18 months, At high temperature and high humidity the life of Vireya seed collected fresh is Y-«s
than 3 weeks. At high temperatures the life of the seed can be extended by desication. The life of Vireya pollen )
not know although I find it still viable after a year in storage at —20°C. what is the oldest pollen anyone hes y
successfully? @

I grow R. kawakamii v. flaviflorum. It has unusual characteristics. My largest plant was grafted onto
“"Fragrantissimum" in mid 1973 and is much more vigorous than the one grafted at the same time onto(R. macgregoriae X R.
lochae) which 1is larger and more vigorous than on its own roots. I have tried a number of other Vireyas grafted onto
"Fragrantissimum" but although they initially took, they failed because of {ncompatability within a year. What
successes or failures have others had in grafting Vireyas onto non-Vireya understock? I have not managed tc
successfully cross R, kawakamii{ either way with anything but itself. Capsules which I have developing at the moment are
: (R. retusum X R, kawakamii v, flaviflorum), (R. kawakamii v. flaviflorum X R. santapaui), (R. kawakamii v.
flaviflcrum X Kalmia latifolia). The first of these, I expect will produce seed which contain rno embryos and the other
two is o matter of wait and see. Has anyone successfully crossed R. kawakamii with anything else?

I am endeavoring to grow some Vireya X Non-Vireya seedlings. If anyone wants to obtain seed I suggest as a first
try Section Vireya X Section Pentanthera. My most promising cross so far is R. retusum x R. nudiflorum (now called I
think R. vericlvmenocides) which has produced some seedlings 4 or 5 inches tall one year after sowing the seed and whose
hybridity was confirmed by examination of the Jjuvenile indumentum on the first foliage leaves. What success or
failures have other Vireya Buffs had with Vireya X Non-Vireya or pollinations?

With best wishes for the success of your Newsletter.

Yours sincerely, John Rouse
Dr. John L. Rouse - House B, Stonehaven Court
Toorak, Victoria 3142, Australia Latitude 37°7' S

¥ Thank you John for the marvelous contribution. Did not Peter Sullivan onhce comment that he had trouble growing
alpine species &t Strybing Arboretum in San Francisco? Did he not say he had to grow them in hanging baskets under
lath 1In &n attempt to keep them cooler? Doesn't it reach below freezing many nights in their native habitat? I
remember that the Ag Experiment Station in Puyallup, Washington, U.S.A. - not far from my home - once flowered ““e
krtic species R. lapponicum by putting it in a growth chamber where they could reproduce the chilling temperaturegm,
its climatic cycle. In regards to your seed storing I always store my normal rhododendron species seeds in the ”BL%Z}P

teepor® of my wife's refrigerstor for up to 5 years or so but I never dreamed Vireya ceccs could be stored alter
desication at near freezing temperatures,

How about it, the rest of you "Viners" out there, what are your experiences storing Vireya seeds and pollen? Your
grafting experiences of Vireyas and R. kawakamii on non-Vireya Section understock are extremely interesting. Only =z
true plant lover would attempt what might previously have been tnought to be "impossible". This reminds me of Hjalmer
Larson, a nurseryman of Taccma, Hash;pgton, U.S.A., telling me about 15 years ago that he was successfully grafting
evergreen azaleas on lepidote rhododendrons.

Your successful Vireya X non-Vireya cross (R. retusum X R. periclymencides) is very exciting. I see by the A.H.S.
Journal that Peter Valder has also achieved Section X Section crosses with his (R. moulmainense--Section Choniastrum--X

f. simsii--Section Tsutsutsi). Maybe Section Choniastrum X Vireya i{s possible? And what if Peter's hybrid could be
used? The possibilities are endless!t
We raise "Brilliant" (ledum X'Elizabeth) and "Nosucheanum” (R. williamsianum X Kalmia latifolia) Lem. "Viners"

those Australians have given us a challengel!

FROM : Clifford E. Desch, Jr. January 13, 1983

Thank you for sending me i{ssue #2 of Vireya Vine. I don't know who submitted my name for your mailing list Lut
I'm glad he/she did.,

I have been growing rhododendrons since 1973 and have been a member of the Connecticut Chagter, A.R.S. for ¢
yeers., During this time I have bLeen President, Vice President (= Program Chairman), Secretary and, for the past &
years, Bock Chailrman, My main interest 1is in hardy (and not so hardy in Mass.) speclies; I grow hybrids mostly for
gqulicker landscaping results. During my ten years of growing rhodcdendrons I have had an up-and-cown interest irn
Vireyas. First (up) when I visited Peter Sullivan {in 1975 at the Strybing. He showed me the Vireyas in the
greentiouses-wow,  what flowers., And {t looked so easy, as I recall they were growing in what appearec to be hard, baked
nud in #10 cans. I then gol some cuttings from friends in Conn. which rooted very easily--but growing them on, for me,
was  unproductive--they died. Even after some had begun blooming I couldn't seem to keep them for more than 2 or :
years. They didn't grow vigorously either.

I didn't huve a greenhouse and wintering in the house didn't seem to suit them (too dry?)., David Leach's article
ynothe N Y. Taimes (Dec. 13, 1977) made them sound like easily grown house plants——but not for me. Summer growing ic
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easy . I set (in pots {n the ground) them out under large pines in such a position that they get good air and sun (but
not a lot of direct sun), and, basically, forget them. They don't grow as well as my weeds but they don't die either
(although, R. 20elleri has failed me here also),

This summer 1 put up (finally) a Lord and Burnum (12,5' X 25') greenhouse (Dutch lite style) I've had stored,
unassembled since 1975. Sometimes things take time. I grow, 1in addition to my few Vireyas, cacti and Chinese
rhododendrons (Maddenits, etc.) in the greenhouse,

I keep the (lower) temperature at 36° F--mainly so I don't go broke paying for bottled gas. Cacti and
rhododendrons together may sound weird but they do quite well as long as the former are kept very dry. All the plants,
including the 7 species of Vireyas, look fine,

It was heartening to read in your Newsletter the letter from Dick Cavender. He has an impressive (tc me) list of

plants and grows them in a cool (35°- 40°F) greenhouse {n the winter (as I do). I now feel I will have better luck in
my own growing attempts and would like to try to expand my collection. Your interest group seems like a good vehicle
by which to do this, however, my limited material prohibits sharing--so I'm not sure what I might give in order to
receive (in terms of cuttings) what do you suggest?

Incidentally, I went to Edinburgh this past Sept. for one week to attend a conference at the University of
Edinburgh. (I do research on parasitic mites), I had enough free time to visit the Botanic Garden 3 times. Through a
friend there, Urinsley Burbidge, I was introduced to the Curator of the Vireya Collection, George Argent. They
maintain a study collection (in pots) of about 200 species~-amazing! (Dr., Argent does the "studying" but not the
growing and didn't know the real "how to" details--or so he said). You might like to know, they don't have cultural
success with all their plants either, They have a new, public greenhouse for tropical ericaceous plants where they grow
a number of Vireyas (34 spp. by my count)., All these seemed to be growing in peat blocks either in terraces or flush
with floor level. One species in particular, R. rarum, seeds all throughout and has to De weeded out (but, I am sure,
not thrown away), Although very few of the plants I saw at Edinburgh were blooming, they renewed my interest even more
in Vireyas; further incentive to increase my meager ccllection (species only).

The species 1 have are : R, aurigeranum,6 R, gracilentum, R. christianae (from The R.S5.F)} R. jasminiflora 'Clinda
‘orm’, R. javanicum and R. laetum. All plants are small and at this time, only the R. lochae has a flower bud (just one)

{ooking forward to Vireya Vine ¢3,

Sincerely, Clifford Desch

Clifford E. Desch, Jr.

Mathews Rd. - Conway, Mass 01341 Latitude 42°30' N

¥ Well, Clifford now that you have your greenhouse up and you are keeping it at a minimum of 36°F, by the reckoning
of the letters that are coming in and our own experience here in Washington State, I think you are now limited to
growing nearly all the known Vireya species and hybrids. WNow is the time to buy another greenhouse to put your cacti
in--ha ha. Dr. Argent's name you will find later on, added to our mailing list. Did you happen to see any of the New
Guinea ericacae such as Gaultheria, Diplycosia, Vaccinium or Agapetes growing in Edinburgh? Scme of the larger
flowered sorts might be interesting additions to the plant selection in a cool greenhouse like yours. I certainly had
nc knowledge of the number of species which Edinburgh grows in their collection. You never know, Clifford, with an
empty greenhouse like yours you just might get packages in the mail filled with cuttings from other "Viners".

raCil o rever Suilivan Jouudry v, 1383

Thanks for your generosity; short range in sending me a copy of the Vine and long range for the inspiration and
energy in taking this under wing. It is an effort that I have seen the necessity for for some time. According to wy
energy supply, I shall have some responses and initiating comments over the course of time.

As & starter, I note that botanic usage is causing some small trouble. The rule is that at ieast the letter K.
shculd preceed each mention of species or hybrid. 3ince the subject is only Rhododendrons in the Vine it would seem a
taught interpretation of the rules. It would seem that for emphasis or clarification the R, should preceed the specles
escn time, In my mind the single quote mark (') surrounding or encasing the hybrid name will be clear enough
decsignation. Possibly some academic mind may render something official, my only recomendation 1is that of a
half-buttocked gardener.

Some indication of the trouble is that one of the correspondants mentioned that he had R. triumphans. This would

indlicate the species, which to my mind has never been collected, coming as it does from a back~woods area in Thailand
~or Vietnawm. My money says thst this man has R. 'Triumphans' one of the old Veitch hybrids that came into Strybing. My
-mmoney further says that whoever passed this clone on to him was sloppy in labeling; he forgot to put the single quot e
marks on the nane,

T iowll case letter L sluays used on designating speoies; therc 1o on ¢aCefl: n and that i- when "1~ specles is
tulit o a personai  naeme Such as in Brookeanum, named as it is after the famous white rajat of bBurneo. 1n line wit:
the subject, there 1s no clone named R, 'Triumph'. The name "Triumph--Strybing" of course 1s evidence of careless
spelling; That designation means nothing. (Possibly that this improperly designated clone or cutting came from
Strybing).

There is much I can do in straightening out records and general information. I believe that 1 will send notes to
the correspondants and if they believe thal the information merits it, they can pass it on to the Vine,

Best regards from San Francisco, Pete Sullivan
Peter Sullivan
221 Ricnland Ave - San Francisco, CA 94110 Latitude 37°u5' N
F.S5. 'Pink Seedling' probably came from Strybing (Refer Conrad Selfors letter), This clone was on the bernches at

Strybing whern I arrived in 1965. I've never had info on it. Obviously it is a selfed or crossed Veitch hybrid. P.S.S.
I Just had the Inspiration, since I had the Strybing accession no. to phone the Arb. The first P.S. surmise is wrony.
The clone came into Strybing with the mzin shipment of Veltch hybrids that arrived at the Arb. in 1962, There was no
olher information on their records. But there i3 the Nalional Arb, #18200 on the card. If scme one wishes, he or she
can send that  number back and see what is on the records there. It sti1ll stands however that the clone 15 either one
of the Veltch hybrids or a derivative from the same.

* Thank you Pete for your recsponse, At least we know now that 'Pink Seedling' is probably a lepitimate plant and we
baow where 1t came  from  in the U,S. Agalin thank you for all your years of faithfully promoting Vireyas here in the
Uriited Stales 50 that we may now come along and ¢njoy growing them. As you will see later on 1n the “Vireya Vine”, the
worldwide response 15 literally beyond belief.




FROM : J. Clyde Smith January 18, 1983

Your Newsletter was of very great interest to me and I do hope to receive future copies of it. Vireyas ‘are my
major interest, in our climate they will be-—one day--a good garden plant as are the evergreer azaleas here, but there
{s much to be learnt.

If 1 can assist in any way I shall be pleased to do that in regard to the Australian scene.

Last year 1 commenced a 1ist of all named Vireya hybrids and forms of specles:. It {3 ~-=---oe- {incomplete but I
shall send you a copy shortly--it has to be retyped, FPerhaps it will serve as a starter, I will be able to [1ll in
some gaps in March when we meet the National --~—~-~ (Aust, Rhodo. Scty) in Melbourne, but some more information is

needed from U,S5.A.
In regard to Triumphans this is a species from S. Annam (Sleumer Page 475) and also one of the old Veitch hybrids,

Don Stanton had a magnificent bush of the¢ hybrid--7' high X 5' approx. and in flower most of the year, under shade {n
the ground. It is one of the best reds.

In August the Australian Rhodo Soclety is organising another sightseeing collecting tour of Papua, New Guinea,
Detatls are being finalized now, broadly it will be of 15 days duration mainly in the Highlands with a choice of two
fteld trips (optional). Cost about $2200 ex Sydney all inclusive, John Womersley will be leading the tour again and a
few of us will be repeating the '81 experience. This tour should be better! We shall profit from our first experience,

Many Thanks, J. Clyde Smith

J. Clyde Smith - 15 Cassian St.

Kejraville, NSW Australia 2500 Latitute 33°35' S

¥ You may be correct, C(Clyde, under the proper climatic conditions Vireyas may just be better garden plants than

evergreen azaleas., I look forward to your list of Vireya Hybrids--so I can try finding them. That "Triumphans™ of Don
Stanton's must be a beautiful sight in full bloom. .

wWhat excitement, a second tour for Vireyas in New Guinea with an experienced guide. If any of you "Viners"” want to

go, you had better write J. Clyde Smith and he can get you in touch with the sponsors in Australia. I apoligize for

the two words I could not decipher 1in the text of your letter, but my penmanship teacher in 3school must have been
teaching me from a different textbook! I promise Lo do better next time,

FROM ; Herbert Tucker January 20, 1983
It's a pleasure to be a "Viner", Many thanks.
Problems here have been/are a) my collosal Vireya ignorance, no reference material, b) leaving seedlings care to

others while traveling abroad, c¢) a sub-tropical climate, abundant sumner heat, rain and humidity and d) ants. Visjts
with Pete Sullivan in S.F., Hugh Caldwell in Fla., letters frow Carl Deul, Bill Moynier and Pete Schick in Calif., é)
Swisher in Miami and especially, Arthur Headlam in Melbourne.....are slowly easing "a". Stunning devaluations Fe
have neatly taken care of "b", Trial and error, mistakes, potting mix/exposure experiments are solving "c". No

solution for ants yet. Insecticides are washed by torrential rains; they'’re back before the last drops dry. Discarded
ant bears, which are here, these being unsightly, unfriendly, incompatible with children and a little large for the

garden.
Fellow "Viners" may be interested in the amazing viability of the 3 lots of Vireya cuttings 1 received
4 of Cuttings From Cuttings Struck Here In  Survivor %
8 San Francisco 21 days 50%
a Or.'c Inlge, FL 22 days= 75%
23 Los Angeles 19 days 671

The last lot was air malled here in a padded packet. Survivors also weathered ill-handling, the mail, a brisi
climate change....and Sanitation officials eyes whose prime mission here i3 to destroy live plant material.

An, anxious to have other "Viners" experience with 1.) both species and hybrids withstanding 80's, 90's F., day an
night summer temperatures, a 37" annual summer rainfall, a dry winter--with about 27 deg. F. our brief low. 2.
potting and exterior mixes compatible with the above (1 use straight pine needles, which decompose rapidly here). 3.
Ant control,

Only ‘'Felicitas' and 'Vladimir Bokovski' (J.H. Mangles X R. laetum) have bloomed here, being my oldest cuttings
Most vigorous cuttings are 'Princess Alexandra', (R. laetum x R. phaeopeplum), R. christianae,(R. christianae x R
Jasminiflorung (R. <christianae x R. macgregoriae) The above LA. cuttings were recently received. Most vigorou
seedlings are(R. konori x R. zoelleri) (it thrives on heat, rain), R, macgregoriae F2, R. laetum and a R. laetum hybrid
unknown parentage., There are others. They're too small for vigor opinions. Am anxious for R. konori and othe
crosses and species that will take this climate.

Have enclosed personal check covering postage....and from your southernmost "Viner",...un abrazo!

Herb Tucker

Herbert Tucker - Fermin Cariola 985 o {T?b
Marcos Paz — 4107 - Tucuman - Argentina Lat itude 25 30'S >
Well Herb, 1 see that you have solved problems &), b), and ¢), eand ull you need is to come

with a solution for d) ants. What do you say out there-—cannot anteaters be domesticated somehow, or a practical sl«
release or systemic ant 1nsecticide,3e suggested for Herb to try?? About those cuttings--how long can Vireya cuttin,
be stored before striking and what percentage of rooting success have you buffs had?? How about Herb's other question:

Your commenis about your successful Vireya plants are most interesting--especially that the (R. konori x
zoelleri) thrives on heat. I am much inclined to believe that lower elevation tropicals need mcre heat than the high«
elevation tropicals (refer to John HRouse's letter about R. saxifragoides). I have constructed some altitude vers
temperature choerts which I will put in another "Vireya Vine" soon.

You are our southernmost “Viner" in the American Continents! I hope I estimated your latitude correctly--but
could not find your city on my map of Argentina--just Tucuman'

FROM : Bill Mearns January 20, 1983

Thanks so much for copies of Vireya Vine. Its great that at last someone like yourself has taken up the challer
to bring together all who are interested in the beautiful vireyas. My first contact with them wa: when I was a po
gradueste some 90 years ago, then lost contact with them until 1960 when I came to Wollongong anc meL up with !
Stanten, When we started to experiment with various species and started to hybridise with R..lochae many of our fir
crosses ended up in the U.S5.A. especially in California. Here fn N.S.W. we don't have to worry atout snow and fros!
80 W& grow them outside, efther in pots or in the ground. Where the soil {s well drained all we add is humus, mair
lesf mould or buzzed chips. Our mixture for pots is, 1 part by bulk of buzted chips, 1 peat moss, ) coke breeze,
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perlite or sharp sand, Fertilizer used is (15 gallon) mixture, 1 1b. super, 1/2 1b, potash, 1 1b. gypsum. Nitrogen is
given by way of 1liquid. I have one(R. lochae x R, mac)~ has been {n same tub for 16 years, its now 7 ft. high by
approx. 5' wide and bushy, in Nov, it had 150 trusses of flowers. Enough of that, at present I have over 300 Vireyas,
species and hybrids, most of the hybrids are our own, by that I mean, Don Stanton and mine. Haven't a list of all but
next time I write will include it. Encloscd find some seed that should interest you., What you don't require yourself,
share it around or give to Esther Berry for the seed bank. (R. konori x R. laetum) 4 different plants selfed, all
excellent with Y0 to 14, three inch flowers from primrose yellow to a golden yellow one with pink markings. All are
highly perfumed, all are selfed. R. phaeochitum is a nice pink, selfed. R. zoelleri{ 'Island Sunsel' collected in
Goodenough Island is the best 1've seen, again selred.(ﬂ. konori x R. phanpeplum)selred is a nice pink 3" flowers will
send more seed as it ripens. Have still a number of pods still to ripen,

Would you 1include another name in your l1ist, he is the son of Don Stanton. David Stanton, 46 Parrish Av., Mt,
Pleasant, N.S.W. 2519, Australia,

Again thanks, Bob and your co-starters, its great to know we are not the only ones interested. Was speaking with
Dr. Peter Valder just before Christmas and he also thinks the same, and also Clyde Smith,

Yours, Bill Mearns
Bill Mearns - 155 New Mt., Pleasant Rd,
Mt. Pleasant — N.S.W. 2519 - Australia Lat ftude 33%15' s

* lice to hear from you Bill, Do you really mean "a post graduate 50 years ago"? Edinburgh? Thank you for your
culture comments. It dispels rumors that Vireyas should not be fertilized--"because they are epiphytes"-~someone said
a while back 1in a conversation. Do you buffs in Australia notice Vireya plants dying of "Hoot Rots"--phytophoras,
pythiums, etc. 1if the soil drains poorly? Your potting mix certainly seems to be a well drained mix, that permits air
(oxygen) circulation through the media.

what a glorious sight that {(R. lochae x R. macgregoriae) must be in bloom! I look forward to your lists. T have
shared your seeds with other buffs--locally and by mail., Thank you for your nice comments about the "Vireya Vine".

FROM : Hugh A. Caldwell January 23, 1983

Thanks for the Vireya Vine, and I'm sending something to help with the cost of postage.

I'1l be cutting back the Vireyas in a few weeks (February) and at this time taking cuttings or will leave
cuttings. I would like to exchange cuttings, or rooted cuttings with some of the Viners. I have Hybrids to exchange,
and I would like to get some species (big leaf), the dwarf species don't like our weather. Tre small leaf won't grow
here. After the species become: a Hybrid we have no trouble. (I can't explain this problem). I have put in H.
gracilentum and R. rarum, and both have passed on,

I'm also sending a copy of a report that I wrote for the Southern California Chapter about the Vireyas (this is
for your files). Also a list of Hybrids and Species that we have in Florida. Some of the plants are still small,

1 would like to know if anyone has any of the "Winter-Higgins collection" of the Vireyas? Does anyone have the
rnumbers of the plants of the "Winter-Higgins collection"? I would like to get some plants, and also a copy of the
numbers of the plants of the Winter-Higgins.

Bob, we are too cold to put any of the Vireyas outside. HMaybe a very large plant would make it on the south side
of a home, T ,

If anyone 1s interested 1in the cuttings please let me know. I'm very interested in the species. I'm hoping to
get some crosses started after I find some good species for this area to work with,

Sincerely, Hugh A. Caldwell Latitude 4o t' N

List of Hybrids : (R, laetum x R javanicum), (R. aurigeranum x R. laetum), (K. phaeopeplum x R. leucogigas),
'George Budgen', (H. christianae x R. macgregoriae), (R. laetum x R. zoelleri), (R. lochae x R. javanicum), ('Pink
Delight'' x R. Jjasminiflorum), (R. macgregoriae x R. aurigeranum) x Dr. Sleumer, (R. macgregoriae x R. aurigeranum) x
R. zoelleri, 'Cristo Rey', 'Pink Delight', {R. laetum x R. leucogigas), ('Pink Delight® x R. jasminiflorum) x R.
koneri, (K. konori x HR. zoelleri), (R. aurigeranum x R. magregorize), (R. zoelleri x H. lochae) x (R. laetum x R.
zoelleri), 'Sebastian', (R. zoelleri x R. laetum), ‘Red Prince' and (R. aurigeranum x 'Dr. Sleumer).

NOTE ¢ I fing the cost of materials are getting out of Land. I find this to be very good. Gu Lo yuur sonnal

luneh room or trash can, and find the styrafoam drinking cups. This is very good for putting cuttings in and you car
send the small plant out. When rooted it is ready to exchange or mail out. See below.

Fig. I £~ Tie top of bag
.
Foam Drinking &————— Plastic bag
cup

Holes in cup (3 each)
The plastic bag will supply water for plants while in route to new location

Fig. Il Take small plastic milk or water bottle

Milk or Water Cut Away cut top out of
Bottle ? bottle, and use
same as Fig. I

The 2bove note is very cheap, and very little trouble
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(Editor's Note) The following exerpts are from the above mentioned report which Hugh wrote for the Southern
California Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society :

Climate : We have a lot of sunshine and long hot days and nights during the Summer (typical daytime high of 89 ;
nighttime temp. of 71 ). We have a lot of nighttime fog and damp air in general. Spring and Fall are beautiful with
many warm days. The Winter {s about 3 months long and we have about 32 days during which temperatures drop below
freezing.

Exposure I keep the Malaysians out in the open air most of the time. I let the plants take all the weather
outside, except during Winter, I keep the plants outside in the Fall until the nights start getting cold (not
freezing). If the plants get some cold nights they will set some besutiful buds, and the bloom color is very good. In
Winter the plants are kept 1in a spare'room (pending completion of my greenhouse)., The temperature in this room {s
about 65-68 F with all the light I can give them. I don't want too much Winter growth; I don't try to obtain higher
temperatures. Let the plants rest or sleep a few months each year and you will have better plants and blooms. We
use pumped, heated ground water to heat this room,

Shade : We have some big pines and caks in the yard. I keep the Malaysians under the oaks. I find thast the high
shade 1s what they like best. I also find that they need afternoon shade. Morning sunshine is needed to make growth

and buds.

¥ Your second letter, Hugh--great! I note you are having poor success with the dwarf species as does John Rouse in
hustralia. That all points to the problem--as I see it——that we Vireya buffs must joln together and note our failures
as well &8s our successes and relate them to the climates we are trying to grow them in. Are all Vireya species
compatable 1n all climates--experience has shown otherwise with other Sections in Rhododendron over the years--only the
horticultural experiences of all Vireya buffs will give the answers.
Can any “Viper™ inform Hugh about the "Winter-Higgins Collection"?

Most of us think of Flurids, U.S.A., a3 a 1.ud of sunblest beaches and palm trees, so I thought it appropriate to
print the above notes about his Climate, Exposure and Shade for all to share. Very interesting, Hugh, especlally your
comment, "If the plants get some cold nights they will set some beautiful buds, and the bloomg color {s very good" Yo

you other "Viners" have this same experience?

FROM : Dave Goheen January 26, 1983

Thanks for putting me on your Vireya wmailing 1list. I don't grow a large number, but do have the foll%g
Kinabalu species : R. fallicinum, R. lowii, R, rugosum, R. suaveolens, R. nervulosum and R. Brookeanum.

I had a fine plant of R. stenophyllum, but it gave up the ghost this winter. The best collection of Vireyas that
I have seen are those shared Ly Evan Robinson and Arne Jensen down on the Oregon coast near Yachats. Evan lives at the
garden that he has created near Bob's Creek, about five miles south of Yachata. He is still going strong at the age of
eighty-nine. Maybe he will out live all of us., 1 guess he is a testimonial for the value of growing rhododendrons,
and, particularly, Vireyas.

I am enclosing some seeds that 1 recently received from Bill Mearns who lived near Don Stanton in Wollongong, NSW.
FPerhaps you or your colleagues who grow Vireya hybrids might be interested in these, They are apparently from the
selfing of some Llooms of crosses of (R. konori{ x R. laetum),

Keep up the good work and if you want Lo contact £van noLinson, his addvcsd i3 : F.L.M, S8chincon - Box 05420 Huy
101 = Yachats, Oregon 97498,

Sincerely, Dave
Dr. David Goheen
P. O. Box 826 - Camas, WA 98607 Latitude 45°% 35" N

£3 Dave, I am pleased to learn that you are growing 2ll those specles of Vireyas from Mt, Kinabalu 1h Sabah (Borneo),
Your well written article in the last ARS Journal about your climb with Frank Mossman to the summit of Mt. Kinabalu was
inforwative &and well illustrated with color photographs of our favorites--Vireya Phododendrons. It joins recent
previous articles on HMt., Kinabalu by Frank Doleshey and Keith Wade and helps to excite amateurs to the challenge of
growlng these plants that have such beautiful flowers. I do not know which other "Viners"™ may have been there also,
and written about it.

FHOM : John Simpson January 26, 1983
I'm writing a short note to say how pleased and surprised I was to receive the "Vireya Vine" a few days ago ]
thank Peter Schick for including me on his malling list. :
Right now 1 &m just getting started with seedlings (seeds courtesy of Peter Schick and Stan Eversole). There-&r
many vigorous ones coming along. Will report more on results later. Enclosed $5.00 U.S.
Sincerely, John Simpson

John Simpson - Apartado 336 - Pavas
San Jose, Costa FKica, Cod. 1200 - Centroamerica Latitude approx. 90 50' N

* You may be Jjust “getting started@" as you say, but just look at all the fellow Vireya collectors and growers yo
have now. Latitudenaly speaking--9° 50' North--should offer superb growing conditions. Sest of luck to you and you
new scedlings! 1f you need more help--write and ask-—someone of the "Viners™ may know the answer.

FROM : F. E. M. Roblnson January 28, 1983

Issue No. 2 of the Vireya Vine has come to me thanks to a suggestion made to you by friend Dr. Arne Jensen and
am delighted with 1t Please delete the Dr. from my name and in writing to me it would be better to use my thre
infitials as per sticker above. True enough my name is Evan and my friends call me that and you may certainly do s
yourself.

Very briefly I am a Canadian, have been a farmer and Rancher all my life and my handicap 1s age for I shall t
ninety come June and feel myself to be failing in many respects. I came down from Alberta twenty-three years ago at
took up rhododendron growing as a passtime. This little place of an acre and a half 1s on the Coast Highway and !
sound of the surf, Problems of high winds and salt alr have been controlled and I now have seven or eight hundre
species and varietlies of which about B0 are Vireyas.

Some of wus would 1like to support your effort and I enclose my check for a start. Cutting material and oft«
plants are avallable here, free of course, but at my age I cannot undertake shipping, This place i3 5 1/2 miles sou
of Yachats., 1 sec¢ many contributors give their latitude and this would be about 43° 151,

I don't suppose you have any coples left of No. 1 but perhaps you might run off a few coples 30 that our se
would be complete.
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Just for a teazer I have flowered R, stenophyllum twice which as far as 1 can learn has not been done before.
Now congratulations and good luck and Let's Go.
Sincerely, F.E.H. Robinson
F. E. M. Robinson - Box 05420 Hwy 101
Yachats, OR 97498 Latitude 44° 15¢ N

* Evan, you say ‘“about 80 species and hybrids of Vireyas®, and then you tease us with "I have flowered R,
stenophyllum twice which as far as 1 can learn has not been done before", Peter Schick says you have also flowered R.

cuperbum! Your Vireya collection must be well taken care of. Fellow "Viners" he would like Vireya buffs to visit him
on their way along the Oregon Coast, U.S.A. Rhododendrons wmust be a superb retirement project. Thank you for your
notes.

FROM : John Swisher January 29, 1983

"Vireya Vine" {3 a great idea. Thanks,.

Enclosed 1is my current 1ist, excluding small or iffy items. Also you will find some {nformation on the Veitch
hybrids and related cultivars brought in from Kew, by the USDA (1), which may help with some of your questions.

There i3 quite a bit of confusion in the labeling, specifically -

1. 'Ne Plus Ultra', 'Pink Delight', 'Princess Alexandra', and 'Red Prince' are not 'X balsamiflorum.' There was
a series of 'balsamaeflorum' Veltches, but they were full doubles (2) and died out long ago.

2. 'Pink Delight' appears to be the same as 'Taylori', a true Veitch hybrid, There i3 an elepidote hybrid named
‘Pink Delight', however. Could the labels have gotten mixed up? .

3. ‘R. longiflorum', P.I. 257475, was renamed 'R. brookeanum var, gracile' after reaching these shores, and
distributed under the latter name by the National Arboretum. Unfortunately, neither is correct (3).

The parentages of 'Chlorinda', 'Pink Seedling', 'Red Prince', and 'Sir George Holford' are not given, nor are
these cultivars listed by Henslow (2) or Hehder (4),

Both authors mention 'Triumphans', however, and it is reported to have been saved to cultivation by the late Don
Stanton, who found it "in a declining state of health" among orchids in a Sydney glasshouse (5),

Coincidentally, 1t happens that there is also a true species, R. triumphans, allied to R. brookeanum and one of
two vireyas endemic to Vietnam (6),

. A similar bLut wore obscure homonyny exists between ‘'Amabile’, an extinct Veitch hybrid, and R. amabile (7) from

“Sulawesi.
The Veitches T have tried in subtropical Florida have yrown well, but with the exception of 'Princess Alexandra'
they have Dbeen shy to (flower, As far as hybridizirg; 1is concerned, I regard them as dead ends, whatever their

historical 1nterest.
Cultural details and the rest I'll skip for now.
Yrs., John
John Swisher - 3056 Palmetto Ave. o
Miami1, FL 33133 Latitude 25 7' N

Heferences & Notes

(1) Plant Inventory (xeroxes enclosed).

(2) Henslow, J. Roy. Bot. Soc., 1891, p-256.

(3) GSee discussion in my 'ARS Bulletin' article (33, 1979, p~181).

(4) Bailey's Cyclopedia, 2nd ed., p-29Y33.

(5) Craven, L.A., 'The Rhododendron 12' (1973), p-10

(6) Ment joned UbLriefly 1in Sleumer's ‘'Account', p-475., There 15 a 'Flora' of Indochina, in french of course, in
which there are further details.

7) K. @amabile 1s #124, p-55Y in Sleumer's ‘Account'; 'Amabile', according to Henslow (p-266), was 2 seedling of
CPr)ncess Alexandra' x R. javanicum),

Well-established Vireyas - September 1982
A. Species - 1. K. aurigeranum (USDA, 3 P.I.'s, Strybing 4-star, Rouse form, Withers form}, 2. R. brookeanum
(Bako, Sarawsk, seaside Bukit Jebong, Sarawak, 1,100', Bako form x Mt. Kinabalu form), 3. R. christianae (Strybing),
4. R. crassifolium (Mr. Finabtalu), S. R. herzogii (Rouse/ithers), 6. K. loranthiflorum (house/Withers), T. R.
orbiculatum (KouseAlithers), §. R. =zoelleri (M.Black form, Baiyer River form), 9. sp., red-flcwered (Bako, Sarawa,
“growing on rock 1n S. China Sea) Off the record, this is almost certainly K. longiflorum, although it doesn't look
Tiv wvthiing I know of cultivated under the rame, including collections from the Malavan Peninsula. The enciosed photo
GCes 1njustlee tou Lhe deeply toturated red hue,

b. PFraimary Hybrids - V. (K. aurigeranum x K. brookeanum) Kinabalu form, 2. (k. surigecannum » k. laetum), 3. (K.
aurigeranum xR,  wmucgregorise), 4. (R. christianae x H. aurigerasnum), 5. (R. christianae x M. Jasuinflorum), 6. (k.
Javanicum x K. zoelleri 'lsland Sunset'), 7. (K. konori x R. laetum), 8. (R, laetum x K. leuccgigas), Y. (k. leucogigs
‘gardenia af0.' x K. surigeranum), 10. (K. lochae x R. aurigeranum), 11. (R. lochae x k. phiaecpeplum) = 'Kurt Adler',
72. (K. lochae x R. pseudonitens), 13. (k. lochae xR. zoelleri 'Islandg Sunset'), 14, (k. zoelleri, Artenang form, x R.
leucoglpas).

C. Cumplex HybLrids — 1. ('Sir George Holford x K, leucogigas), 2. ('Triumphans’ x K. leucogigas) & forms.

D, hamed Cultivars - 1. 'Aravir', 2. 'Agnes'.

Johin sends along these USLA Plant Introduction Nuwbers of Vireyas from R.B.G., Kew, rececived May 6, 1939y

4257873 - K. Jasminiflorum, #eST4(4 ~ 'Clorinda' (Javanese hybrid. Unknown parentage), #257475 - K. longiflorum,
257476 -  'Ne-Plus-Ultrs' (K. x Vbalsamaeflorum Veitch), #257477 - 'Pink Delight' (K, x balsanaoeflorum, Veiteh)
(Javanese hybrid. Parentoge unknown), 0257478 - 'Princess ascao..tra' (K. x balsawaeflorum Veitch) (k. Jasminmiflorum x
"Princess koyal'), #25757Y - 'Red Prince' (R. x Lalsamueflorum Veitch) (Javanese hybrid. Farentege unknown), 6257480 -
R. retusum, #257T481 - ‘'Taylori' Veitch (R. brookeanum x ‘Princess Alexandra'), #257482 - 'he Plus Ultra' (K. x
telsamseflorum Veltct) |, Keceived from Kew October 8, 1960: §268482 - R. lochae, ¢zbtldci - K. multiculor, debohipd - "le
Fius Ultra' (R, x valsamiflorum Velten), ¢208485 - K. x 'Taylori' Veitch. Recelved March 22, 1661 from Few — el 22065 -
"Prlok Seedling’,  #273066 - 'Princess koyal', 0273267 - 'Sir George Holford', #273208 ~ 'Souvernr <fe J. H, tangles' (R,

x bLalsamiflorum Veltch),
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He also sent along a photocopy from a page of the "Journal™ of the R.H.S., 1891 (J. Henslow), Bhouing a drawin
of a fully double flowered rhododendron truss labeled R, Balsamaeflorum carneum., The quick description tells how " Hrg
Heal, Mr. Veitch's assistant, who has raised all these hybr{ds and crosses, observed a single flower in a certain trus;
on a plant of the second generation to have one anther only, slightly petaloid. He impregnated the pistil of the
flower with pollen from the other anthers of the same flower; this process being thus strict self-fertilisation. About
twenty seedlings were ralsed, which now constitute the Balsamaeflorum section,

It would, I think, be incorrect to say that self-fertilisation in this casse was a cause of doubling, but that it
enabled and encouraged the tendency to petslody to be intensified. For, on the contrary, whenever a member of this
group has been crossed with a true specles, or one of the crosses ralsed from the seven species, the results were
always normal"®. -

¢ John, wmay I thank you for the information about the Veitch hybrids and relsted cultivars brought in from Kew by
the USDA., (John sent photocopies of all his references which are avallable to any "Viner™ who requests them, from me
the Editor, to use for references), John sent 8 fine Christmas card photo—in full color~—of a red Vireya species (hi;
9 on his 1list) 1labeled : ™ R. 1longiflorum. From a rock, sbout B' above the South China Sea; Sarawak, Malaysia
(Borneo)". It has some 8 flowers in the truss. John, it is interesting R. longiflorum, P.I. 257475 was renamed R,
brookeanum var, gracile and distributed under that name. Your final note about the Veitchs, will, I am sure, generate
some responses, Many thanks for your research to answer the questions ralsed earlier.

FROM : J. Clyde Saith January 28, 1983

The enclosed 1list of Vireya names that I promised to send to you has been complled from various sources, mainly
personal notes from Peter Schick in particular, and from friends here in Australia; also from the R.H.S, annual listing
of registrations.

The names under the parentage refer first to the Breeder if known, the second name 1s that of the person na 3
the plant. The date refers to the K.H.5. yearbook date of publication, There are some names listed that are pe
registration.

The 1list of Veitech hybrids has been taken from "Hortus Veitchii", from an old book "Present Day Gardening"@i

U~

from those hybrids that are known in cultivation here.
Further information will be forwarded as available, the 1ist at this stage is no more than a starting point.
you can fill any gaps I would appreciate that knowledge.

f

Sincerely, J. Clyde Smith

J. Clyde Smith - 15 Cassian St.

Keiraville, NSW 2500 - Australia

Latitude 33° 35' S

(Editor's Note: Breeder's name, etc. as mentioned above, will follow the parehtage and are underlined)

N&MED VIREYA HYBRIDS
TRGNES'
*eMASTASTA!

'ANDRE SAKAROV'
*ANGI GITA®
'REAVIR'

"ARTHUR'S CHOICE'

'BELISAR'
'BERNADETTE"
'BULOLO GOLD!

'CAIR PAVAREL'
"CALAVER'
'CARILLON BELLS'
'CARMEL!
'CLEMENT'

‘CORAL FLARE'
*CRISTO REY®
‘CLIPSIE®
'CORAL"
‘DECIMUS!
'DONALD STANTON'
'‘Donald Stanton'

‘DOWN UNDER'

'DR. HERMAN SLEUMER'
‘DR, EVANS'

'ELSIE LOUSIA®
'EMMAMUEL'
'FELICITAS'

'FELINDA'

'GEORGE BUDGEN'
'"GOLDEN GATE!

‘GOLDEN GLORY'

'TAONE'

PIHIAN JIMA!

'1SLAND SUNSET!

'JEAN BAPTISTE'

*JOHN HENRY'
'KEKRIGAN'

"B INABALU MANDARIN'
'WURT HERIERT ADLER'

(R. konori x ('Pink Delight' x R. jJasminiflorum) )} - Moynier

(R. wrightianum x (R.konori x R. laetum)) - Sullivag

((R.zoelleri x R. macgregoriae) x zoelleri) -~ Sullivan
Lelliot / Cutten

(R. konori x ('Pink Delight' x R. jasminiflorum)) - Moynier

(R. christianae x R. lochae) F2 - Clancy

((R. laetum x R. zoelleri) x zoelleri)) - Sullivan / Moynier 1981
(R. loranthiflorum x R. konori) — Sullivan
(R. macgregoriae x R. aurigeranum Lelliott / Cutten 1981

(('Triumphans' x R. javanicum) x R. leucogigas) - Sullivan / Moynier
(R. konori x R. zoelleri) - Moynier

(R. gracilentum x R, laetum) - Withers / Snell

(('Dr. Herman Sleumer' x 'Pink Delight') x R. konori} - Moynier
(({k.laetum x (R.lochae x R. macgregoriae)) x R. javanicum - Sullivan
(R. lochae x R. laetum) - Snell

((R.laetum x R. zoelleri) x (R.macgregoriae x R. zoelleri)) - Sullivan
(' Dr. Sleumer' x ('Pink Delight' x R. jasminiflorum))

(' Island Sunset' x R, lochae)

form of R. zoelleri - van Steen 1973
(R. lochae’¥ R. laetum - Stanton / Kew 1978
(R. laetum x R, macgregoriae) - Stanton / Allen 1981
form of R. lochae ~ Windsor 1981
(R. phaeopeplum x R. zoelleri) - Lelliot 1972
(R. lochae x K. zoelleri)
form of R. macgregoriae ~ Gorer 1977

((R.zoeller!l x R. javanicum) x ' Dr. Herman Sleumer') - Sullivan

(' Nancy Miller Adler' x R. konor{) - Schick

((R.phaeopeplum x R. lochae) x R. leucogigas) — Sullivan / Moynier

(R. lsetum x R. zoelleri) - Lelliot / Strybing / Pollard 1977

form of R. zoelleri - Strybing 1972

(k. laetum x K. aurigeranum) - Snell

((R.laetum x R. zoelleri) x (R.macgregeoriae x R. zoelleri)) - Moynier
Cutten

form of R, zoelleri - Stanton 1973

((R.lzetum x R. leucogigas) x R. phaeopeplum) - Sullivan

(' Dr. Herman Sleumer' x R, leucogigas) - Sullivan

(R. laetum x ' Souvenir de J.H. Mangles')

form of K. brookeanum ~ fllen

(R. phaeopeplum x R. luchae) - Lelliot / Strybing 1674
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'LADY DI (R, christianae x R, jasminiflorum) - Snell

ILOCHMIN' (R. lochae x R, jasminiflorum) - Lelliot / Cutten 1941

'LOMAC! (R. lochae x R. macgregoriae)

'LOU SEARLE® (R. macgregoriae x R, dielsianum)

'MARSHALL PIERCE MADISON' ((‘'Triumphans' x K. javanicum) x R. leucogigas) - Sullivan

*MOONWOOD ' (R. konori x ('Pink Delight' x R. jasminiflorum) ) - Moynier

'"HMOUNT PIRE' (R. laetum x R. javanicum) - Stanton / Moynier 1981

'MIKE THOMAS' (('"Triumphans' x R. javanicum) x R. leucogigas)

'NARNIA' (R. aurigeranum x R. zoelleri) - Lelliot / Moynier 1978

'"NANCY MILLER ADLER' (' Pink Delight' x R. jasminiflorum)

'ORTENTAL ORANGE'

'PASCHAL WITNESS' (R. konori x ' Dr. Herman Sleumer') - Sullivan

'PENRICE' (' Pink seedling' x R. aurigeranum) - Stanton / Smith

'PENGLOW' (R. laetum x R, Javanicum)

'PENDANCE’ (R. christianae x R, jasminiflorum) - Smith

'PETRA' (R, christianae x R. jasminiflorum) -~ Lelliot 7/ Allen 1979

'PINDI PEACH' (R. laetum x R. konori) - Lelliot / Cutten 1981

'PINDI PEARL' (R. laetum x R. konori) - Lelliot / Cutten 1981

'"PINK CREEPER'

'ROBERT WITHERS' (R. christianae x R. aequabile) - Withers / Snell

'SAN GABRIEL' ((R. macgregoriae x R. aurigeranum) x 'Dr. Herman Sleumer') - Sullivan
‘SANTA LUCIA!

'SEBASTIAN' ('Chlorinda' x R. zoelleri)

'SEMPER FIDELIS' ((R., laetum x R, leucogigas) x R.konori{) - Sulljvan

'SHASTA'

'SIRUNKI ORANGE' form of R. macgregoriae - Black 1970

'SWEET MAC' (R. inconspicuum x R. macgregoriae) - Natural hybrid - Snell

'SWEET WENDY' (R. laetum x R. phaeopeplum) - Withers T
'"TASHBAAN' (('Sir George Holford x R. leucogigas) x R. aurigeranum) - Sullivan / Moynier 1981
'"TEREBINTHIA' ('Dr. Herman Sleumer' x 'Pink Delight') - Lelliot / Moynier 1981
'THOMAS BECKET' (((R. zoeller{ x R. lochae) x R. zoelleri) x (R. aurigeranum x R. zoelleri)) - Sullivan
'TIFFANY ROSE' ('Taylori' x R. leptanthum) - Strybing / Snell
'TITAN' form of R. brookeanum -~ Allen 1972

'TROPIC SUMMER' (R. aurigeranum x R, macgregoriae) - Snell
'TROPIC FANFARE' (R. javanicum x R. lochae) - Snell

'*VALENTINE' (k. gracilentum x R. lochae) - Sullivan

'VLADIMIR BUKOWSKY' ('Souvenir de J.H. Mangles' x R. laetum) - Sullivan

'WENDY ! ('Island Sunset' x R. lochae)

'YURI ORLOV' ((R. zoelleri x R. macgregoriae) v R. zoellers) - Sullivan

SOMe VEITCH HYBRIDS

'AURORA" ('Crown Prince of Germany' x R. javanicum)
‘Chlorinda' *
"CROWN PRINCE OF GERMANY' ('Princess Royal' x R. brookeanum)

'DUCHESS OF CONNAUGHT' ('R. lobbii x R. brookeanum)

'DUCHESS OF EDINBURGH' (R. lobbii x R. brookeanum)

'DUCHESS OF TECK' ("Princess Royal' x R. brookeanum)

*EXCELSIOR' ('Princess Royal' x R. javanicum)

'EXQUISITE' (R. javanicum x R. teysmannii)

'FAVOURITE" ('Princess Alexandra' x R. javanicum)
*JASMINIFLORUM CARMINATUM' (R. jasminiflorum x R. javanicum)

'Y ING EDWARD VII' (R. javanicum x R. teysmannii)

'‘MEIDERS BLUSH' ('Frincess Alexandra' x 'Duchess of Edinburgh)
'MORARCH' ('Princess Alexandra' x 'Duchess of Edinburgh)
'MRS. HEAL® (‘Princess Beatrice' x R. aulticolour)
'LITTLE BEAUTY' ('Monarch' x R. malayanum)

‘LOBBII' form of R. longiflorum

'"LORD WOLESLY' ('Duchess of. Teck' x R. javanicum)

'NE PLUS ULTRA' *
"PINK DELIGHT' *
'PINK SEEDLING' *

'"FPRINCESS ALEXAMDRA' * (K. jasminiflorum x ‘Princess Royal')

'PRINCESS BEATRICE' ('Duchess of Edinburgh' x 'Princess Alexandra')
PRINCESS CHRISTIAN' ('Princess Frederica' x R, javanicum)

‘PRINCESS FREDERICA' ('Princess Hoyal' x R. brookeanum)

tPRINCESS HOYAL® (R. jasminiflorum x R. javanicum)

'"PRESIDENT! ('Crown Prince of Germany' x R. javanicum)
*pPRINCE LFQPOLD' (R. lobbil x R. brookeanum)

'QUEEN VICTORIA' (R. lobbii x R, brookeanum)

'RED PRINCE' ¥

'RUBY! (*Jasminiflorum Carminatum® x R. multicolour)

'*SIR GEQRGE HOLFQRD' *
'SQUVENIR de J.H.MANGLES'® ('Crown Prince of Germany' x R. javanicum)
'‘TAYLORI' ('Princess Alexandra x R, brookeanum)

'"TEYSMANII' *® form of R, javanicum
'"TRIUMPHANS' *

Ncte * {n cultivation
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% What can I say--a marvelous "labor of love" for Vireyas. I have never known of such a listing of modern named
Vireya Rhododendron hybrids and species forms, Now, where are they being grown? We "Viners" are greatly indebted to
your efforts, Clyde.

Any listing of all the Veitch hybrids and noting those still "known {n cultivation®™ sparks the search for those
oldt imers believed 1lost, This leads , of course, to a list of Vireya rhododendron species known to be in cultivation
around the world. Has anyone out there slong the "Vine™ any thoughts or lists of specles from their areas? Again,
Clyde, I thank you for sharing your lists with all of us.

FROM : Esther Berry . February 1, 1983
Thanks for the last i{ssue of the "Vine". 1It's funl
I really meant to send some postage money before but just hadn't got around to it.
I've just got to get some new supplies of Vireya species; I must start beating the bush. Keep up the good work!
Esther
Esther Berry — 617 Fairway Dr.
Aberdeen, WA 98520 Latitude 47°0' N

¥ Esther, you have certainly been faithful, here 1in the U.S. and overseas, in promoting the exchange of Vireys
seeds, Send her U.S., $1.00 for a packet and &8 self-addressed envelope and 1list your choice of Vireya seeds
desired--species or hybrids or both--and she will send you seeds as she receives them from contributors. If you wish
to send her Vireya seeds, she will send them to anyone in the world who requests them, Thank you, Esther.

FROM : Hideo Suzuki February 2, 1983

A couple of weeks ago I received, with many thanks, "Vireya Vine"™ which you so kindly sent to me. It i3 a very
interested "News Letter™ to those who grow vireyas. On the other hand, it will be & lot of trouble and effort for --~u
to take care of such a project.

It 1s my honor and pleasure that I was selected as one of those who were authorized to receive the copy. Enclc..d
are the international postages you might be able to use when you mail me the coples.

Thank you again. @

Sincerely, Hideo :
Hideo Suzuki - 2-8-36, Sakur a-cho, Kumagaya Latitude 35°50' N
Sait ama-ken, 360, Japan .

% I am so very pleased that you received the "Vine" Hideo and I hope you will enjoy the future issues. May all of
your Vireya rhododendrons bloom well this year.

FROM : Bill Jenkins February 3, 1983

Thanks for the copy of your Vireya Vine,

It 1s a wonderful idea. There is great need for such a publication.

The average man on the street in L.A, wouldn't know a vireya from a pineapple, and it gets lonely. It's nice to
learn that so many out there have similar interests.

If I continue to hear from you, will send money for postage for me, and for a few others.

Keep up the good work.

B11l Jenkins Lat itude 34° N

% Bill sent along a copy of a Newsletter of the Southern California Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society.
They meet 1in Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. Their February program was on Vireya Rhododendrons. I would like to
quote from two parts of their Newsletter "Bill Moynier was talking about Vireya pollen and hybridizing :

a) Pollen will Kkeep 2 or 3 years. If you want a pure cross, take pollen from a bud just before it opens, thereb;
avoiding contamination by bees, wind, or dripping. Dry pollen in the refrigerator for a few days, then store in a ja
with dessicant and cotton, then freeze. Vireya pollen will stay viable, if frozen, for at least a year. The next,
most important, step s to tag the cross - without delay. Bill uses florist wire, aluminum tape, and writes -
indelible ink which will last a year. Cold weather inhibits. Therefore bring the parent plant into the house if 1
cold. In 24 hours, the pollen will travel down the style. When the fertile pod splits, harvest the tiny, dust lika,
seed.

To avold unwanted «crossing, pull the petals off your prospective female flower as soon as it opens. With V1ref%
ceed, 5-0 weeks is the limit of viability.

b) List of plant sale of rooted cuttings - Note the complex parentages that Bill Moynier has developed here :

( 'shasta’ x (R. konort x 'Dr. Sleumer'))

R. javanicum x 'Triumphans x (R. zoelleri x R. aurigeranum x R. javanicum)

'Shasta' (sister seedling)

F. zoelleri x R. aurigeranum x R. brookeanum

'Shasta' x 'Narnis' x R. zoelleri x R. javanicum x'Dr. Sleumer' x R. Javanicum

('"Moonwood' x 'Santa Lucia')

R. lochae

('Carabintha' x R. Javanicum)

(R. laetum x R. lochae)

(R. leucogigas x'Red Prince') -

FROM : Graham L. S. Snell February 8, 1983

I am 1in receipt of the 2nd issue of the Vireya Vine. My word, you certainly have started something there. Many
thanks indeed, and I just hope it does not get too big to handle.

My first reaction was to mail you $10.00 (U.S.) to cover costs and insure your continued use of air mall, since
surface mail would be too slow for efficient exchange of ideas, etc. However, having talked it over with one or two
other recipients, 1t probably would be best for you to advise us of how much, and how often to keep things reasonably
orderly. i

I have been asked to forward the following names to you, to add to your mailing list : Mr. S. Beggs - Glen
Waverley, Mr. G, Langdon - The Basin, Mr. F. Waghorn -~ Boxhill North and Mr. M, Baldwin - Boronia.

Do you have Mr. Lou Searle on your mailing list¢ If not, I believe he could be interested. He is certainly very
knowledgable on Vireyas, having collected them for many years during his working life in New Guinea. Now retired, his
address is : Mr. Lou Searle, Crabbes Creek, N.S.W, 2480, Australia.
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In time I hope I can contribute to the Vine, but for the present I just hope all 110 of your December mailing list
can add four or five names for the next i{ssue,
Yours sincerely, Grahsm L.S. Snell .
P.S. As I wunderstand 1t ‘'Triumphans' 13 one of the old 'Veitch' Hybrids, and not a species. I have not come
across any reference to 'Triuamph',
Graham L.S. Snell - 970 Mt, Highway "
Boronia, Victoria, Australia, 3155 Latitude 37 45' S approx.

¥ Thank you, Graham, for your nice letter. The names you sent have been added to the mailing 1tst. 1'l1 disucss
the mailing costs at the end of these great letters, And thank you for your note on 'Triumphans’.

FROM : Donald W. Paden February 5, 1983
I am enclosing cuttings of the vireya you requested. Sorry to have taken so long. I'll be interested in whether
they survive the trip to the West coast without freezing.

There 1s also enclosed a cutting of my best yellow, at least as judged by the truss., It is from Esther Berry's
seed distribution : WAU Ecology Inst. C-W No. 1 (possibly R. aurigeranum), It bloomed the second year from seed; the
present truss {s 1its second effort. The flowers are light yellow in a full truss. The plant habit is poor. If I am
still experimenting with tissue culture the next time I have a chance, I'll give it a try.

I believe the plece on the germination of two vireya hybrids will appear in the next i{ssue or two of the "Journal",

The winter has been made somewhat more pleasant the past two weeks by 20 or more trusses of vireyas around the
house. More are 1in the offing. Except for watering and hauling them outside during the summer, they get no special
care,

Yours, Don
February 13, 1983

These cuttings were returned to me after wandering around the country for a week--in great shape. The address
latel came off. There are two new ones enclosed (and an old one). Just in case I've also taken cuttings if this fails.

Donald W. Paden - 2112 S, Race St.

Urbana, Illinois 61801 Latitude 40° 1' N

¥ The cuttings arrived 1In great shape. Don wrapped the base of each in a tiny plastic bag of wet sphagnam
moss--tied around the base. He put them in a slightly larger plastic bag with 8-10 styrofoan "peanuts" (used for
packing breakable {tems) and a few drops of water, then sealed that larger bag with, I presume, a small -~ home style -
heat sealer. He then put it in & small box with more "peanuts", taped it shut and mailed it.
Esther Berry, take note that Don bloomed a plant--from your seed distribution—-in just two years. He must have
learned a special way to hurry the seedlings along. Tell us soon, Don. .

Don, I know that Bruce Briggs, the Nurseryman at Tumwater (Olympia), Washington, U.S.A., has had one or more
Vireya rhododendrons 1in tissue culture for several years 1in his large Tissue Culture Lab where he has nearly 200
elepidote and leplidote "Other Kinds" of rhododendron under culture. Greer's Nursery (Harold Greer) also lists R.
leucogigas (Tissue Cultured) as being for ssle. They might be able to help.

Yes, Vireyas in bloom are fabulous "House Plants™ in Northern U.S.'s snd Europe's snowy, cold winters.

FROM : H. R. Malone January 25, 1983

Thank you for 1including mwme in your mailing list and thank Peter for passing on my name. My interest in Vireyas
commenced many years ago when two seedlings, (R. lochae x R, macgregorae) end (R, lochae x R. christianase) were sent to
me by the Australian Society when these were first being distributed., At that time I knew little about any
rhododendrons, let alone Vireyas. I still have these plants, big enough to fill a corner and literally covered in
orange flowers each summer with a2 few flowers out most months in the year. Although I now have quite a few R. laetums,
R.- konori, R. =zoelleri and R. aurigeranum and their hybrids they are not noticed against the display of the R. lochae
hybrids.

It would be 1little more than 12 months ago I made the terrible error of mentioning to Jack Wilson that here in
Tasmania we had very few vireyas, no information, and no source of supply. Jack proceeded to send me seed both of his
own and from varlous sources including Peter Schick. Dr. Rouse began to forward an occasional very interesting
packet, Peter Schick began to send packets of his so Interesting crosses direct. I widened my distribution within our
N.W. Tasmania branch and the nearby Northern Tasmania branch, but the seedlings continue to accumulate.

In the meantime I proceeded to purchase full grown plants from Graham Snell and Ron Cutten. It wasn't long
before the «cuttings I was removing to keep plants compact were accumulating in the propaczter and occupying all the
shelter areas available,

Luckily I have one or two contacts in England whom I know are looking for vireyas--and I am not going to pass
those names on. They are badly needed by me as dispossl centres,

So my advice to new enthusiasts is 'slow down', If you really want Vireyas they will come to you sooner or later.
Be of stern resolve when trimming plants. Burn or compost the cuttiings or give them away. If there are competitors
in your annual Rhodo show who are difficult to best--give them all a series of cuttings and I am sure the Vireya bug
will cut that competition by 50%.

-— 380 you think I am pulling a leg or two — just check up on Peter Schick, Dr. Bob Withers, Jack Wlson, Dr. Johr
Rouse and no doubt many many others on your mailing list who give so generously of their plants and seed. Without
suitable recipients there would be no space to grow next season's seed and cuttings. To my generous donors I use your
space to say "Thank You" (Enclosed my contribution - $10.00),

Kind regards, Bob Malone
H. R. Malone - R.S.D. 106 A .
Lapoinya 7325 -~ Tasmanls Latitude 41 S

»*% "Burn or compost the cuttings!"™ NQO! Burn or compost the inferlor seedlings., How could you shear your Vireyas
that way? Why you Tasmanians must be using your Vireyas for hedging rows between neighbors or around your rose or hert
gardens. I am in a "state of shock™l

You can "pull a leg or two" snytime in this group. You are truly a "Vireya Nut", I swait your next supply of
"chuckles",

"Vireya Viners" out there around the world. Let's hear from all of you with your comments, suggestions and notes abou!

these items.
Like the IPPS, the rule is simple--no sharing!—no receiving! Sharing your idess, thoughts, observations, as wel

as seeds, cuttings and plants will enable us &all to become better Vireya horticulturists--and experimenters--an
hybridizers--and travelers and, and.....
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In answer to several inquiries from overseas regarding the cost of publishing and mailing (air mail) of the "Vireya
Vine" we would 1like to share these figures with you, It seems like {t cost on the average about 65 to 75 cents U.S.
for printing and malling U.S. and Canada and air mailing all overseas coples of Issue #2, Oversess airmail costs B0
cents U.,S. per ounce as a guide. If you overseas "Viners™ wish to send $10,00 U.S., for now, that might pretty well
pay for the next five {issues {f they are about the same size as this issue. If the issues get larger I w{ll let
everyone know. Right now, the Budget of the Education Committee of the Rhododendron Species Foundat ion at Federal Way
Washington, U.S.A. has underwritten the printing and mailing expenses. ’

Thus far, 22 of you "Viners" have sent in a total of $110.00 U.S, funds to keep us somewhat "self-supporting",
which would be nice. Even some U.S.A. "Viners" have sent $10.00 checks, along with the notes to —- "keep it going". We
four founders thank you all and these fine letters filled with information about Vireya Rhododendrons that you are
sending show us the need for such a Newsnote.

New "Viners" added to our Mailing List since Issue #2 are : Prof. W.R. Philipson and Dr. Melva Philipson and Mr,
Graham Smith of New Zealand; Mr, Hachiro Negishi, Hr. Yoichi Katsumata and Prof. Kenichi Arisumi of Japan; Dr. David
Leach, Dr. Peter Stevens and Prof., Barbera F. Palser of the United Statea; Prof. R, E. Holttum and Mr. John Sanders
of England; Dr. George Argent of Scotland; Dr. Lothar Heft of West Germany; Mr. L. A. Craven, Mr, Frank Waghorn, Mr.
Malcolm Baldwin, Mr. Lou Searle and Dr. Chris Laurie s8ll of Australia, added by Dr. John Rouse. Bi{ll Mearns has added
David Stanton's name from Australia. Graham Snell added the following names of people from Australias : Mr. S. Begg,
Mr. G. Langdon and Hr. M. Baldwin, he also suggested Mr, Frank Waghorn and Lou Sesrle., Judy Young has added another
name from Costa Rica, Robert G. Wilson, Additional "Viners™ who have been added are : Dr, Dave Goheen, Anita Ellison,
Dr. Walter Brooks and Dr. & Mrs, Eugene Pflug all of Washington State, U.S.A., Mr. Carl Deul of California, Arthur
Hedlanm of Australia and Mr. Chris Brickell of England. If any of you "Viners™ out there would like to add the names
of anyone else who i3 growing or interested in Yireya Rhododendrons, please let me know. .

Especial thanks are due to the Rhododendron Species Foundation President, Dave Goheen and his Executive Board for
helping us get the "Vireya Vine" underway.

We now have 143 "Vireya Viners™ around the world. It certainly has grown since the fi{rst issue which was sent out
to 28 people in October of 1982,

One of my neighboring "Vine"™ members, Luurt Nieuwenhuis, has taught my wife, Marge to use his Apple II compute
word processing program to write this issue of the "Vine". It was then printed out on a TEC Ser{al printer and reducea
to 74% of original size on a xerox copier. Please write and let me know {f it {s reasonably readable at this size
print, This seemed to be the only sensable way to make sure that we could print all these volumes of letters an 2
information and still keep the expense reasonable. If the printing {s too small we will go back up in size for the
next issue, Please let me know! - ’

Head Start for the next {ssue :
{n the next fssue as it juat arrived. o
Again, may I thank all you letter writers for sharing your Vireya Rhododendron knoulegggnrith us 8ll,

- -

A letter from Arthur Hedlaa with more information on named” Vireya hybrids will appear
b

Your Amazed Editor, I remain,

. ———
— Tk -
A @M/

VIREYA VINE

405 N. Washingten Ave. — -
Kent, WA 98037 /fo;,f\é
A

FIRST CLASS MATL

Mrs. John C. Hill
4777 119th SE.
BELLEVUE, wa
98006



