
Frm %d.t W s ,  New York State, USA 
DBar Vireya V i n e ,  2-19-1985 

b y  t h k s  for keeping re on your r d m g  list and for sending me Issw # 5. 
- -. k t  issue yet. I am not sure of the ncrrenclature of "Vireya Vine" but I trust it hzs 

- t o  do with the blays ians  wfiich I have been trying t o  propgate fran seed for qu i t e  scrre 
W with no success. In this issue ( # 5 ) it appears that  others have had a sirrrilar 
problan finding the proper start ing and potting rrdx for  these sxdl ings .  

Here's my problem, and I wish I d d  get a t i p  f r m  m n e .  I have used a 
combination of spaghnum and peat mses wfiich I have soaked thoroughly, then steri l ized by 
baldng a t  350' in the oven for  one hour. I put this in s t e r i l e  containers which w e  kept 
covered with Saran wrap un t i l  the seeds gmrimted which takes quite sxe tire. So f a r  all 
is w d l ,  except that sae of the yellow seed packets I 6 t o  get produced nothing a t  
a. f Imver ,  those ti-at did germinate producd very t i n y  L i t t l e  p'iants, h t  
m i c r ~ o p i c ,  perhaps 1/8 " tall- and these d d  Last for  perhaps a MA or tm and then 
just wither amy. I wish .zamne could tell  m h t  I am doing wrong. 

I wuld l ike t o  receive m r e  of the l i t t le  seed packets and get started with the 
Ybkysians again. The check indosed is a domtion for your f ine  publication, and I w i l l  
send payrent for the seeds i m d i a t e l y  upon advice of how mch and where t o  send it. 

Walter S. Mills Jr . 
Box 52 
Chappqua, New York 10514 
USA 

w t ,  your flustcrations with seed is wll known t o  all of us. They are  very-very 
slow and 4. I w only peat m s s .  I do not like spaghnm mass (No Damp O£f) because it 
d e ' n t  sean to  do any g d  and is hard t o  get the smll seedlings out of it to  pot up. 
?he srall seedlings need scm p h t  fd. There is now in the garden stores a d 
sprayer that is mde of plastic and pmps  up. It only holds a quart or less. I use this 
sprayer with a very srall a u n t  of soluble f e r t i l i 7 ~ r  added and try to  spray the d 
plants often. 

TMnks for  the donation. I think that Esther Berry is still. sending out the Vireya 
sad .  ( E .  k i t e )  

~ C r ~ C r C c ; J r r C % = c " r s = - *  

Frcm Leslie Riggall, South Africa "Fern Valley Ebtanic Garden" 
Dear W, August 15, 1984 

1 am introducing Vireya Rhododendrons to  South Africa, where-they w e  ccmpletdy 
dcmm, and they are  a very great success i n  this w d e n .  Judging by A r r e r i ~  
descriptions they apparently grow twice as f a s t  here. I have actually fl-ed open- 
p b t e d  hybrids in four years frcm seed. 

I still have ten species on my kant list, as follows: 
R. beyerinddanum R. dian- R. M w i g i i  R.  hyac in thom R. l e p t a n w  
R.  lwii R. pachycarpon R. suaveolens R. s u p h  and #354775 (USDA # ) . I f  you can 
get any of these for m I w i l l  bc much obliged, 



I w.s on b t  Kinablu s l i e r  this year, but controls  are now very t ight ,  and my 
allonance of tw cutt ings of each of these t k ~  species fa i l ed  ( R; lokii &.R.  suavoelens 
. Inevitably these were the tm species I wnted mt. I did bring back a l i t t le  pollen 
of a 22 flower truss of R. lcwii and have sat h v e  ( Goheen ) seed of a controlled 
cross I mde here. 

Leslie Ri@ 'bratar'' 
Fern Valley Botanic &den 
Igkababa Road 
Klmf 3610 South Africa 

If same V i n e r  a u l d  write t o  m e ,  i t  sounds like he m y  have '-thing t o  trade Ff 
you have ~ ~ r p t h i n g  on his mt list. I would like t o  know m e  about the Fern Valley 
Botanic Garden. k t  is it and where. Sure people go t o  South Africa and sure don't wt 
t o  miss seeing sane Rhodies. 

'his is a @ tlirrr t o  ask the Viners around the  w r l d  a b u t  maps. We need mps ( 
SUE of us ) of the areas i&re Vireyas grow. In the North West of M c a ,  mps of the 
south sea is lands j u s t  do not exist. If you go in t o  a m p  c a p m y  and ask for mps of 
Java or  Borneo you can get  sm pretty funny l&. Has any one ever seen a god rrap of 
\4estem New Guinea. How a b u t  you Australian Viners, you must have SXE rraps. We w i l l  try 
t o  put together a collection of good m p s  and rrake them avaiLable t o  Vireya Vine readers. 
We need good mps-ones w i t h  r ivers,  p k e s  and m ta in s  on them so tha t  v.e can look up 

. k k r e  plants c m  fran. ( E. \bite ) 

F m  0s Bllxrhrdt, New Zealand 
W W, August 21, 1% 

I first met R. l&e i n  the early %, when an apprentice in New Plymxtth, and was 
given a scediing not long after. ?his was the only Vireya I had till about 197G or so and 
being a "ccmpulsive hybridist" I t r i ed  t o  cross it with a few lepidote Rkdas, but with 
out success. 5 n - e  crosses appeared t o  take and p i s  t o  develop f o r  a W e  and then dropped 
off. I figured I might be able t o  t r i ck  the plant into ripening sare seed fo r  rre by f i r s t  
crassin8 it and then a day or  two later d i n g  the sirre f l w i x s  and so gett ing perhaps 
enough selfed seed developing t o  & the pods stay on unti l  m t u r i t y .  Hybrid seedlings, I 
figured, wuld  be f a i r l y  obvious. R. lochae n o d y  only flaers in the a u t m ,  so I 
didn't have mud7 choice for  pol len pafents. About 1%4 I carried out the a b v e  trial with 
pollen f ran  a out-of-season b l m  of R. v i rgatm and succeed in getting seed. b e  of the 
resulting seedhngs lnas an obvious hybrid. It l.as 2-3 bell shaped orchid-pink fl-s per 
d u s t e r  on the t i p s  and in the axles of the leaves. 

Wortunate ly  it has very prone t o  root rot .  I and t h e  I h v e  given it to, keep 
lasing it, but I repropagate b i t s .  It has also not gained mi& in kdiness and seer;s 
carrpletely sterile. I call it "Lit*Pioneer". 

Having heard about the Vireya Rhodm on Mt. KinaMu in Borneo, I went there i n  )by 
of 1979 and spent f i v e  days in the b b a l u  area. I brought bck about 12 species and also 
a nLPnber of natural hybrids. I had permission t o  take a few cutt ings of species, but when 
I cam t o  R. lowii,  with great shoots like let tuces,  and not m y  per plant, I decided t o  
try for  seedlings.This is how I carre t o  get the natural  hybrids, as  I pulled d 
seedlings where they w e  growing on the steppes of the track and sane m e  of typs tk~t  
I had not seen i n  m t u r e  plants. 'Ihree of these hybrids are different crosses of R.  
stenophyllm, one is R. lmii X R. mgosm and XXE w e  crasses or intergrades betwm R. 
m g o m  & R. blUd'folim. R. s t e n o p h y k  and R. r e t iven im have f l m e d  and I also have 
buds fo r  the f i r s t  tirre on R. mgc.smt. Scm plants like R. lawii,  R. bwdfolium and R. 
fdllacinum are very slow. I l o s t  R. ericoides with dieback. 

I have also f l e e r e d  R quadrasianm var cuneatm and the plant wfiich d e d  R. 
quadrasianm var villosum, but which is to IE so d i s t inc t  it wuld  have to be a species ( 
different ? ). 'Ihe latter is a cute little shiny-leafed plant tha t  looks nearer to R -  
ericoides than R. quadrasianm and is ahmst alvays epiphytic a t  loher a l t i tudes  m r e  t h  
tk o*, which is norrmlly ter: ril. b t h  of these plants have proved very diff icult  

. . . "--vr n r r r ? r  ' 



I a h  t o  get a satisfactory s t x k  plant of e x h  established by grafting thm onto 
-thing m r e  reliable, such as R. mcgergoriae or R. inconspicum. I have mde a few 
successful grafts on R. rrecgregoriae £ran saw plants of which I m s  given just one 
cutting. In these cases I t d c  just a single leaf and mde a veneer graft ( or wuld you 
ca l l  it a chipbud with a leaf a t W  ? ). 

I mde a second t r i p  t o  M t .  Kimbdlu in April 1983 and brought badc 4 m e  species 
a ~ d  tw~ m r e  n a t u d  hybrids, a s  dl as SUE orchids and other plants collected in tno 
places outside the Nationdl Park. 

Plants i n  the wild w e  m t l y  on ridges, on banks of the stream or epiphytic. h 
of the healthiest plants w s a w  on my second t r i p  m e  on hungry clay, on rcad side banks, 
in f u l l  exposure t o  the sun etc. ( though t h e y  kould get shade or cloud cover for part of 
the day) In cultivation here they sea t o  prefer f u l l  sun on a aspect and 
preferabl on raised of sloping ground. (Xlr garden is on a low ridge of volqnic q d  
LS alms; f rost  free rn mt years. My wrfe and I run a d nursery s p e m h i m g  m 
Carrellias, I%polias, Azaleas and Vireya Rhododendrons, for h i c h  the d m d  is 
sn-. The d m d  for these plants is centered on a R. ldetum X R. zoelleri hybrid ( 
crossed by Tan Lelliott ,  raised by Em Perrott and now registered by us as R. Tropic Glow 
) of which we can't get enough yet. 

As mt ioned  before, I am a "ccnpulsive hybridist", so our place is cluttered with 
seedlings of Rhcdcdendrons, bgnolias and Car~llias. SUE w r t h  while results have been 
achieved. I grow Vireya seedhngs to  bloatring in containers, pick the winners ( if any ), 

- sell the mjor i ty  in b l m  and through out or graft new varieties on to  the poor ones. 
Oz M*dt 
No 9 R.D. 
M g a r e i  
New Zealand 

Fran E i l l  MiJler Portland Crgon USA 
kr W, kt. 23, 1% 

Have been raising Vireya seed an rotten &, nothing else, wrk pea t .  
Bill ELiller 
3974 S .W. Wapato 
Portland, Oregon 
USA 

m + = X + z - ' =  

Fran b n  Reyes N e w  Jersey @A 
w, k. 21, 19% 
As an indoor l ight gardener for t h e  last five years, I b v e  been successfully raising 

brcrdias ,  philodendrons, hibiscus, cacti ,  succulents and other tropical houseplants. 
Lately, 1 kanted m r e  color in k d m ,  m r e  epiphytes, m r e  exotic and robust foliage, as 
hell. as the challenge of raising tropical alpines. b e  t o  Mted grming space, I had to  
choose be tmm prirmiLas and vireyas; so I chose vireyas, and have been gowing them for 
the last six mnths. As a avid and persistent indoor l ight gardener, I will not fail to  
b l m  my vireyas. I n  fact, I anticipate my s x a h y ,  encouraging outdoor g r a m s  to  grow 
virejas indoors, as dl as encouraging other indoor l ight gardeners t o  rrake vireya 
additions to  their gardens. h g i n e ,  vireyas b l h g  as houseplants-under lights-- 
throughout the gardening korld! ! ! 

I grow plants under four, Vita-lite, --twist fluoresc&t lights. I use V i t a -  
lite because their illumination is the closest approxination t o  the suns natural l ight 
spectnm, and I use the per-twist baause i t  provides 30% m r e  light intensity than the 
standard fluorescent tube. k i n g  the winter, the l i t t l e  k t  produced by these light 
fixtures keeps the plants and growing area mm. mning the smer, this l i t t l e  heat is 
counteracted by air-onditioning. H-ver, my plants do "sumwr" on a shady terrace h e r e  
they receive daily drenchings and breezes. 



1 am very bppy w i t h  the way the plants are growing for me, in my W t h  story 
a p r m t .  I ncw have t o  mrk on getting them to b l m .  I should m t i o n  that I w i l l  have 
to  give than mre t h e  to  grow since they are recently acquired rooted cuttings of four to  
six inches in height. E v e n t d y  , kwver, I w i l l  want to discourage vegetative g d ,  
and errourage flcxer bud fomtion.  I hope t o  facilitate f l a e r h g  by cutting d m  on the 
wter drenchings during August and by shortening indoor lighting duration. during the 
Autum and early Winter rmnths. k t  do you think? 

Right now my mlim consists of equal parts of osrnrnda fiber, peat mss and shredded 
orchid bark. k v e r  , after reading Nonmn Q-uttwellts description of natural growing 
conditions in Papua Nen Guinea, I think I rrright experirtEnt with a new mAim of equal 
parts h u m s ,  lea£ mold, sphagnum m, pit rms and shredded orchid bark. 

I 've already learned so mch f r m  reading issue #4, and wdd really like for you to  
doublecheck m on the f o l l a b g  pointers wfiich I picked up i n  issue #/4 of the Vireya 
Vine; (1) I must not keep my rrredim t m  acidic, or I w i l l  unintentioMLly starve my plants 
regardless of my fertilization r*. (2) I rmst be very careful a b u t  high 
temperatures. (3) I should use a high phosphorous f e r t i l i w  . I'd also l ike to knw how 
high tmperatures adverdy  affect vireyas? Is it m e  heat &ustion that does than in? 
Or is it fungi proliferation that k i l l s  thm? Does i t  r e a l l y  get cold in those muntains 
of tropical New Guinea? 

Eventually I hope to  be able to ansm the following questions as a result of my me 
indoor light gardening; Is there a difference, betwen species and hybrids, in their 
degree of amnability to indoor light culture? A h ,  what specific vireyas b l m  mre 

. readily and consistently under fluorescent lights? In any event, I also lodc f o w d  to  
learning the mws of all vireya species and hybrids that have a tendency to b l m  rmre i n  
the orange and/or peach range of colors-especidlly the names of those vireyas that tend 
to be everblcuixing or "easier" to bloom. I find orange bloars mst spectacular! 

h i r i n g  to  learn m r e  a b u t  vireyas, I 've ordered Royen and Kores's bodc 
Ericaceae of the High Pbuntains -- of New Guine. I ordered the bodc fran the Wodendron 
Species Foundation of which I am a m m k .  I 'd  l ike to  learn about other vireya 
publications and/or photocopied vireya literature that I my be able to buy. Aka, has 
Timber Press put out that bodc on vireyas yet? How can I get i t ?  If not printed yet, how 
is that bode c h g  along? (Ed note- the min reason = are putting out the W is b u s e  
not mud.1 Vireya literature is available. Tan Tatm w hear is wrking on a bodc again and 
~wishWiShggoodspeed .?heREhmdbodcisa l soagood  vireyabodcEX6). 

I ' m  a h  enthused a b u t  researching the pioneering imprtation and hybridization that 
the Veitch gr-s d i d  during the 1E03's. I will share whatever I learn. One important 
question that I have is-- why have I heard that vireyas have only recently been 
discovered? Did the plants cultivated in the 1803's drop out of sight for a W e ,  and 
suddenly r-ge in the l W f s ?  Is there a "mystiquett surrounding the recent 
introduction of vireyas to  cultivation? 

I wish to  buy mre  vireyas, so I muld appreciate receiving all catalogs and/or price 
listings of vireyas that are for sale, as  ell as receiving m s  and addresses of 
nurseries and g rae r s  which will sell ind ship ne plants. Since I b v e  a permit to  inport 
admissible nursery st& i n t ~ f i e  U.S. I wuld appreciate the rams and addresses of 
foreign sellers as well. 

b-mn Reyes 
10C) Emhattan Ave. Apt 1213 
Union C i t y  
New Jersey 07037 
u3 

think that mt of h n ' s  questions my have been answered in WX 5. 
How about m one out there sending him scm good p l a n t s  and letting him mrk out 

the light problem for us. a3S. 



(5) 
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Fran Fran Rutherford Port Orchard, kihington USA 
Dear W, Feb. 14, 1985 

Growing Vireyas £ran seed is often very frustrating. Seedlings will g m  to  1/4 irrh 
and then tecm d o m t  for mnths on end. IXlring the past three mnths, I have been 
spraying them, orre a mnth with a solution of Gibberellic acid. The s t rengg  of the 
solution is 1CO parts per rrdlion. Tne srall plants have m r e  than doubled in size with no 
ill effects. The origindl idea is f m  Brian Clancy of Australia. Any other ideas??? 

The M c a n  Rhododendron Society J o d  V o l .  39 1935, reports on success using 
Alfalfa a s  a growth s t i d a n t  for Rkdodendron seedlings. ( starting with plants that are  
4 t o  6" tall ). I have been adding Alfalfa cattle-feed pellets t o  c my propagating M 
mixture with good results. I w i l l  now try using Alfalfa water ( 1 1/2 cups of pellets for 
5 gallons of water ); Each 4" pt t o  be watered twice with 1/3 cup of solution. Hope to  
have good results in a later issue of the Vine. 

Fran Rutherford 
P.O. Box 531 
Port Orchard 
Washmgton, 98366 
USA 

- The followir~g list is frm Clive Justice, Vancouver B.C. who ks a fabulous 
collection of old Rhododendron Books. SCClE one out there needs the project of taking a 
list l i ke  the one that follaws, chedc and see if the mms are valid, l m t e  than on a mp 
and hopefully exourage m one t o  go and get m plants from the wild. 

?his list is from the h k  "Rhcdcdendrons and Azaleas" by Qmt Gay Ebws. 
Printed i n  1935 page 472. 

RIKXX)D~smm~INEISLANDS 
R. apoanm quadrasianum, f .  Mconense 
b a g o b m  quadrasianum, var. ndindangense 
brachygymm _ . -. r e o l i m  
catanduanense Schadenbergii 
( Z ~ ~ ~ n t i s  .. spectabile 
Copelandii subsessile 
K o c h i i  subsessile, var. bauccense 
le- t z d f o l i m  
lo  oense Vadalii 
lhheri Whiteheadii (Gurainii) 
rrtindanaense . . KLIxmi 
Nortoniae zanth0petaJ.m 

L£ you are going to  mrk on the above list how a b u t  adding the ones h t  are missing 
( if any? ). Akn muld the Phi l ipp ines  be an easy place to  go looking for Rhododendrons? 

Hear's another list fra-n'f3-e sam bodc for plants from the Island of Java. Peter 
Valcier from A u s t r a l i a  has lodced around Java and told ITE a t  the last AIlS National Yketing 
in San Francisco that Java was easy to  get around if you tried real hard and waved your 
rn a lo t .  

~ E N R X S  FRCM JAVA 
R. a lbum rdayanm (syn. Lamponp) 
a p n u m  (syn. j a s n k d 3 0 m )  r e t m  
citrinum . . a  

Wllhilrmnae 
javanicun Zollingeri (syn . t ub i f l om)  
ke r z ing i i  

Nm r e d l y ,  I sure muld like to  have a nice pink form of R . retusum. Or even a 
picotee form. SCClE OW sure should go find these plants. E.White M t h  



. . 
AKJTlER project we need to  mrk on is a g a d  list of cloral. forms of r d  g a d  doter & .  ..,. 

plants. As t+e all know, every plant is not a g a d  one, i t  my blcun early in life but the 
f1-s do not l a s t ,  i t  my g r w  rank and not break fran leaf buds and on and an and an! ! ! 
I will start the list with two plants; #1 is R. christii which cam to  us f m  the Wau 
Ecological Inst i tute  i n  New Guinea as cuttings. Roots easy, blm young, flcx~ers last and 
is g o d  color. #2 is a plant I have tht care f r m  Peter Schick; R. j a s r d n i n o m  v 
punctatm (with a label f r m  Australia). ?his plant w in bloan for two we$cs in the 
greenhouse before I brought it in to  the house three d ago. SXE plants do not like t o  
be taken into the house £ran the greedmuse and w i l l  kick the flctwers off quickly. ?his 
plant of R. jaminiflorn b not even d t e d  the f i r s t  f lcxer  yet and I think tht is a 
sign of a real  g a d  plant. 

0 K out there i n  Vireya Land, send u s  sm m e  gmd doter & and if you d d  be 
so generous you my want t o  send a cutting or  two on for the Rhododendron Species 
Foundation to  grow and distribute. 'Ihe RFS only source of plants is f m  people wlm b v e  
the g a d  ones. They rake a great effort  t o  grow and distribute the very best forms of all 
Rhodcdendron species. Tne ISF will also soon have a area i n  the cool house for Vireyas t o  
be displayed and studied. ?his is s n ~ t h i n g  tht m y  never be practical for other tender 
Rhodie groups l ike  the Maddenii's k u s e  they get so large. 

We are now current w i t h  all correspondence and all requests for badc issues are  in 
the mil. We have sufficient funds on hand t o  publish several mare issues of the "Vireya 
Vine" providing we elirdmte those dm do not chrKzse t o  provide financial suppr t .  ?he 
Rhodcdendron Species Foundation will continue t o  provide supporting services but can m t  
under-write the cost of this publication. SO, our records my not be perfect and if you 

. are a non contributor your issue ( this one ) w i l l  be mked I-Y". If we are in 
error l e t  us hew or if you wish t o  continue t o  receive the "Vine" please send $10 E. ?he 
"vine" will be published four or  m r e  t i n a s  a year. Fran. 

Have you sent in your Registration for The I n t e r n a t i d  Rhcdcdendron Species 
Symposim to  be hosted by the Mcdendron Species Foundation yet? For all of you Vireya 
"Xuts" there is going to  be a l o t  of Vireya people there. G& %th f r m  Pukiti in 
New Zealand will be there. Pukiti has  a g a d  collection of Vireyas. 
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